The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the July 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Which is the world’s largest construction project?  (The answer is at the end.)

Holiday Schedule:  GLH Office and Shipping Closed July 3rd and 4th.  Model Home Center will only be closed July 4th.
How to save in operating costs for your new home: 
Save up to 35% in energy bills through optimum orientation on the site

Place deciduous trees for summer shade and winter sun. Design window openings to permit breeze to flow through.

Use good quality windows to reduce air infiltration and improve insulation.

Reduce cleaning costs with cleaner mechanical systems, reduction of dust-catching surfaces, and use of low maintenance interior finishes.

Use natural light to save lighting cost, for example in bathrooms or master closet.

Use fill with high organic content to save on lawn watering costs.

Save on hot water by efficient plumbing layout and equipment choices.

Save electricity by using efficient light fixtures such as compact fluorescents and halogens.

Select higher efficiency HVAC systems (heating, ventilation and air conditioning).

Lay out multiple furnaces and air conditioners or use zoned system to provide room-by-room control and save energy.

Design wall and attic spaces to accommodate optimum insulation for energy savings. 

Home Builder Confidence Posts Biggest Gain in Five Years: 

Builder confidence in the market for newly built, single-family homes rose five points in April to the highest level since October 2008, according to the latest NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index (HMI), released last month. This gain was the largest one-month increase recorded since May of 2003, and brings the HMI out of single-digit territory for the first time in six months — to 14. Every component of the HMI reflected the boost, with the biggest gain recorded for sales expectations in the next six months.

"If you're a potential buyer who's been sitting on the fence waiting for a sign that now is the time to act, this is it," said NAHB Chairman Joe Robson. "Some of the most favorable buying conditions in a lifetime are now in place, and they are drawing more consumers back to the market."

"This is a very encouraging sign that we are at or near the bottom of the current housing depression," said NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe. "With the prime home buying season now underway, builders report that more buyers are responding to the pull of much-improved affordability measures, including low home prices, extremely favorable mortgage rates and the introduction of the $8,000 first-time home buyer tax credit."

Red Cedar Logs Now Available from Gastineau Log Homes:  We are now offering another native Missouri wood species for our log homes.  Red cedar logs make a very distinctive, unique home with a wonderful aroma.  They are available in our 8” X 6” logs only due to the smaller size of trees that are available in red cedar.  Call for more information.  (Note:  there is an upcharge for the cedar logs.)
Another resource to find land: If you are trying to find land to build a log home, we found some very interesting listings on: http://dreamhomesource.landwatch.com/

Architect or no architect? Should you hire a professional designer or use the design department from a log home company?  Most people find that they can create a workable layout with the assistance of their log home company.  By combining our catalog of standard plans with our in-house designers using a 3-D computer aided design program and our in-house engineer, we can accommodate most customers.  If you have no grasp of volume or space and are wishing to build a very large or complicated log home, or if your building site will require extensive on-site consultation, you may wish to employ a professional designer or architect that can work with the GLH staff.

Note:  GLH has a design process where you can obtain “preliminary blueprints” for your custom log home.  For $1244 you will receive exterior elevations and floor plans.  This cost will be credited toward the purchase of your log package in the future.

Land/Logs Sale at Table Rock Lake, MO:  At Eagles Point development you can buy land and logs for your log home all in one place.  Call 877-894-6504 or go to www.eaglespointland.com for more information.  A special sale is being held the weekend of July 18 and 19th.

New office/shipping hours at GLH: The New Bloomfield office and the shipping department will close at noon each Friday, effective July 10th, 2009.  The model home center on I 70 will remain open of course and the sales staff will be available at the New Bloomfield office.
Decorating tips:  If you are building your home in an location with a view, don’t allow furniture or drapes to block the view.  When designing your home, it is a nice feature to be able to see through the space and to the view when you enter.

Keeping everything in proportion: If you are building a smaller home, be careful where you use big timbers or logs.  If you have too many big beams in a small space, it will make the space appear even smaller.
What do you do with a sloped ceiling on the second floor?:  Some people build a “knee wall” closing off the lower part of the sloped roof.  Against this wall, you can build in cabinets or drawers.  Some designs use the space provided by the sloped roof for closet space.  Either way, the sloped roof will provide a very cozy space for an office, bedrooms or multipurpose room.
Upcoming Open Houses and/or seminars:


Tabernash, Colorado


August 22, 2009


Tabernash, Colorado


September 12, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information

Home Show:


Oley Fair Grounds, Oley, PA

Sept 17, 18 & 19


Call 610-790-7479 for more information

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


July 11, 2009


August 8, 2009


September 26


See our web site for a complete 2009 schedule

Answer to the Trivia Question: In size, materials, and human labor, the Great Wall of China is the largest construction project ever undertaken by man. Enough stone was used in the 1,700-year project to build an 8-foot wall girdling the globe at the equator. The Great Wall snakes its way over more than one-twentieth of the earth's circumference.

Quote of the Month: “We on this continent should never forget that men first crossed the Atlantic not to find soil for their ploughs but to secure liberty for their souls.”  ~Robert J. McCracken
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