The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the September 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  What was the coldest July on record for the nine-state Midwest region of the US?” (The answer is at the end.)

This Press Release was distributed by GLH this week.  For more information about this rebate, contact your GLH representative.  

Your Dream Log Home Just Got Dreamier!

To help hardworking Americans realize the dream of owning a log home, the largest oak log home manufacturer in the U.S. has launched its own rebate program. All buyers putting a deposit down on a new home by Nov. 1st are receiving $8,500 in home building credit from Gastineau Log Homes in New Bloomfield, Missouri. 

The company has seen a surge of clients who are using the rebate to furnish their homes, or add that hot tub or sunroom they’ve always wanted.

“Uncle Sam won’t give you a rebate on a new log home. But I will!” said Lynn Gastineau, president of Gastineau Log Homes in New Bloomfield, MO.  “Instead of cash for clunkers or appliances, we’re offering a rebate toward your new log home. Washington won’t go that far, but we sure will.”

Gastineau stresses this rebate is open to everyone, not just first-time homebuyers.  Place a deposit by Nov. 1st and take your first delivery of logs by Dec. 31st and you will receive a $8,500 credit toward your new home. 

“With the stock market climbing steadily, historically low interest rates and land costs dropping, many of our customers have decided now is the time to build their home with the beauty of oak. We created this incentive to reward their courage in making that dream a reality,” said Gastineau. 

Dave Starr and his wife Sally in Centennial, CO, have taken advantage of the rebate. “We were going to wait till next year to build our log cabin. But reducing the cost of a log home kit by $8,500 is too good of a deal to pass up,” Dave Starr said. 

Gastineau says many buyers are also attracted to the sustainable aspect of log home construction. “When it comes to ‘Think Globally, Act Locally,’ log home construction is that phrase personified,” Gastineau said.  Oak is a sustainable building material common in Missouri and the Midwest. Plus, building a new home helps the local economy with real jobs.  Since Gastineau Log Homes has a network of builders/dealers nationwide, you can boost your local economy by buying and building now. 

Each new home built creates about three jobs on average and generates about $90,000 in taxes paid to local and federal authorities, according to the National Association of Home Builders. 

But that’s just the direct economic impact. A trickle of new home building can become a torrent of local economic activity, researchers say. New home buyers jump start the local economy by spending an average of $12,332 in the first year in their new home, on everything from new furnishings ($5,208) to appliances ($2,769) and more, according to the “Spending Patterns of New Home Buyers” by HousingEconomics.com

“Our rebate is designed to not only help our clients realize their dream of a log home, it also helps with those first-year costs. It’s also win-win for the local economy and the environment,” Gastineau says.

Super efficient air source heat pump electric hot water heater now available!  Rheem air-source heat pump water heaters work much like a refrigerator in reverse. The heat pump extracts the heat from warm air, intensifies the heat with a compressor, delivers the heat to the water, and exhausts the cooler air. Because it uses the warm ambient air temperature to do most of the work, it is a very efficient way to heat water. Has a 2.0 Energy Factor, over twice the efficiency of standard electric water heaters.  Energy Star Rated and qualifies for the energy efficient building property tax credit.  Installs as easily as a standard electric water heater.  www.rheemhpwh.com
Decorating Idea:  Paint vertical wainscoting:  I recently went to an open house in Olathe, KS of some beautiful $2M+ homes.  There was an idea that I thought could look great in a Gastineau Oak log home! They had taken 1 X 6 double grooved boards (sometimes called beadboard) and painted half the boards white and the other half a beautiful green.  They had then installed them vertically on the wall, alternating the two colors.  Of course, this would be for a frame partition wall (you wouldn’t cover up your gorgeous logs!) but I thought it could be a nice touch.  Especially if you do not want drywall anywhere in the house but would like to have some paint accents. 

How do you cut down on exterior maintenance? One easy way is to clean out your gutters…. The overflow from a clogged gutter will splash up on your home and can cause the exterior sealant to be washed away and require additional applications.  
How do I locate a builder to construct my log home? There are 2 ways to locate a builder.  First, you can find a builder from the Gastineau Log Homes Builder list.  This is a particularly good place to start if you are looking for someone to erect the package but not necessarily do a “turn key.”  It is difficult for us to have turn key builders for every location in the U.S. as turn key builders usually do not travel very far from home.  The second place is from local referrals.  This can be from friends, local building material retailers, local building code offices, bankers, appraiser, etc.  In other words, ask around for a builder that builds custom homes or log homes that is reliable and does good work.  Then go look at some of the homes that he (or she!) has built.  We have two day construction seminars to train builders; it is not imperative that you have a builder that has put up one of our homes in the past.  We also have an excellent construction manual and toll free number to assist during construction.  

Upcoming Open Houses and/or seminars:


Tabernash, Colorado


September 12, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information

Upcoming Dealer Construction Seminar, I-80 Oak Log Homes:


Anita, Iowa




September 26, 2009


Call 712-762-4631 for more information

Home Show:


Oley Fair Grounds, Oley, PA

Sept 17, 18 & 19


Call 610-790-7479 for more information

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


September 26, 2009


November 21, 2009 (last one of the 2009 schedule!)

Answer to the Trivia Question: This past July 2009! The average temperature for the region was 68.0 degrees, 4.7 degrees below normal. The previous record was 68.9 degrees in 1992.  The nine Midwest states are considered to be Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Kentucky, Ohio, Minnesota and Wisconsin. More than 400 record low minimum temperatures and 1,300 record low maximum temperatures (lowest high temperature) were set during July across the nine-state region according to the National Weather Service.  My prediction is that August will set a record also!  So much for global warming!
Quote of the Month: "The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago. The second best time is now." - Old Proverb
“The best time to build a log home was twenty years ago. The second best time is now.” - New Proverb
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