The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the June 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What actress was in Lost in Space, Lassie and Petticoat Junction and whose birthday happened to be June 25th?  (The answer is at the end.)
Video added to GLH website:  Check out the video that was recently added to our web site: http://www.oakloghome.com/AboutGastineau/Video.aspx

Home Builder Confidence Posts Biggest Gain in Five Years: 

Builder confidence in the market for newly built, single-family homes rose five points in April to the highest level since October 2008, according to the latest NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index (HMI), released last month. This gain was the largest one-month increase recorded since May of 2003, and brings the HMI out of single-digit territory for the first time in six months — to 14. Every component of the HMI reflected the boost, with the biggest gain recorded for sales expectations in the next six months.

"If you're a potential buyer who's been sitting on the fence waiting for a sign that now is the time to act, this is it," said NAHB Chairman Joe Robson. "Some of the most favorable buying conditions in a lifetime are now in place, and they are drawing more consumers back to the market."

"This is a very encouraging sign that we are at or near the bottom of the current housing depression," said NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe. "With the prime home buying season now underway, builders report that more buyers are responding to the pull of much-improved affordability measures, including low home prices, extremely favorable mortgage rates and the introduction of the $8,000 first-time home buyer tax credit."

New GLH Rewards Program supplier: GLH and Design House are pleased to announce the addition of Design House to the GLH Rewards Program.  Started in 1872, Design House provides light fixtures, bath cabinets and countertops, bathroom hardware, plumbing supplies and hardware, exterior and interior door knobs and many other home décor items.  GLH customers will be able to order items directly from the Design House catalog at discounted rates.  The items will be direct shipped to the customer’s job site when they are needed with no charge for freight for most orders.  www.todaysdesignhouse.com

Is your home too heavy?  Is it “bad” for a log to be heavy?  You may have seen ads where they are indicating that “light” logs are good… and therefore, “heavy” logs are bad.  The moisture content of a log has some impact on the weight of the log, but the cellular structure of the wood species is a much greater factor.  A piece of Oak flooring at 5% moisture content is much heavier than a piece of pine framing lumber at 15% moisture content.  Plus, if you are in a tornado or bad storm, which would you prefer… light logs or heavy logs?  Our forefathers understood that Oak was a better choice than most other wood species.  And they did not have any forklifts or other mechanical devices to move those heavy Oak logs.  They still chose Oak. 

From Retirement Lifestyles magazine: There is no denying the apprehension in today’s economy.  Trust in our financial system and even our financial advisors is surely at a modern day low.  People are afraid to open their investment statements and pundits joke that 401Ks have shrunk to 201Ks.  No one with accumulated investments, pensions, homes or jobs is immune to this economic anxiety.

But throughout history, optimistic people – “contrarians” with resources have gained much in downturns.  Homes are selling for less.  This means that you may get less when you sell your house, but you may be able to buy (or build) cheaper on the “flip side.”  

Is now the right time for relocation?  Or, should you stay and wait this one out?  There is no right or wrong answer but many, many people are considering a move that may extend their nest egg by years.  In other words, if you could move to a new location with a better climate, friendly people, lower taxes and great recreation, would you?  And, if you knew that your retirement resources could last much longer in this new location, wouldn’t that be a “deal closer?”

You get our drift.  Now may be the best time to make that life-altering decision that will define your second half of life.  Here’s hoping you make the decision to live life to its fullest.”   This excerpt is reprinted with permission by Dan Owens, Publisher and Executive Editor.  Free sample copies of the magazine are available by calling (888)742-7362 or by going to www.retiresouth.com.
Do all log homes settle?  We cannot believe that some people are still saying “their log homes don’t settle.”  The straight, honest answer to this question is Yes.  ALL log homes settle.  (The log home technical experts will agree with this statement.)  Some settle more than others, depending on the system and engineering of their log walls.  Some companies tell you their walls don’t settle, but they allow for settling above their doors and windows.  Does that make sense?  There is nothing wrong with settling.  It is a natural process.  What is wrong is not accommodating for settling.  Providing for it in the construction phase and during the first couple of years you live in your home is a small price to pay for a home that is perfectly level and air tight for rest of the life span of the home.  See our paper on settlement on www.oakloghome.com for more details.  

Gastineau Log Homes Website:  Keep checking our website each month for new photos and the new Plan of the Month!  www.oakloghome.com
Upcoming Open Houses:


Hague, New York  



June 13 & !4





               Sat 10 – 5; Sunday 10 – 4


Tabernash, Colorado


June 20,, 2009


Tabernash, Colorado


July 11, 2009


Tabernash, Colorado


August 22, 2009


Fleetwood, Pennsylvania


June 13, 2009

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


June 13, 2009


July 11, 2009


August 8, 2009


See our web site for a complete 2009 schedule

Answer to the Trivia Question: June Lockhart. 

Quote of the Month: “A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have.”

-- Thomas Jefferson
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