The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the August 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating upcoming events as well as technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: We have all heard or said, “I will be there in a jiffy.”  What is a “jiffy?”  (The answer is at the end.)

· New Gastineau Website Launched!:  Our new updated website has been launched. It is the same url address but a totally new site at www.oakloghome.com.  You can read all the old issues of the Oak Leaf, see photos sent to us from GLH Homeowners in the Homeowner Scrapbook, see a new floor plan each month as The Home of the Month, as well as technical information and a schedule of events. Be sure to check out the Steps to Building a Log Home section as well. Let us know what you think of the new web site!
· Log Raising in Nebraska: Saturday August 11, Jim & Tami Russman would like to invite you to a GLH Log Raising of their new home being built near Weston, Nebraska (about an hour due west of Omaha.) Come for the day or come for an hour and watch an actual oak log home under construction. For information call Sharon at 800-654-9253 or 888-255-0523 (day of event).
· Log Raising in Arkansas:  See an Oak log home being built at Crown Point Resort in Horseshoe Bend, AR on Saturday September 22nd!  Watch the logs being put up on these beautiful homes from 9 AM to 4 PM (rain or shine.)  Bring your plans for a free estimate or plan review.  Coffee and donuts in the morning and hot dogs served at lunch.  Bring your lawn chairs and spend the day! Call Sharon at 800-654-9253 for more information.  Day of event 888-255-0523
· Alaska Dream Homes announces Model Home Grand Opening in Houston, Alaska:  On September 28-30, Dennis & Eileen Illies, our GLH Alaska dealers, will be celebrating the Grand Opening of their Oak model home in Houston, Alaska.   Call Sharon at 800-654-9253 or the Illies’ at 907-892-6532 for more information.
· Upcoming Log Home Shows 
September 7-9

Salt Lake City, UT

September 14-16
Cincinnati, OH

September 21-23
Atlanta, GA

September 28-30
Denver, CO

October 5-7

Lake George, NY

October 12-14

Suffern, NY (NYC)
October 13-14

St Charles, MO

November 2-4

Branson, MO

Call Sharon at 800-654-9253 for show information

· How do you prevent squeaky floors?  Nothing is more noticeable or annoying than a squeaky floor.  What causes squeaky floors?  Using nails to install the floor sheathing.  The solution?  Screw the sheathing rather than use nails.  Nails don’t have enough hold to create a tight fit between the sheathing and the joist.  When gaps are present, subflooring may shift under the weight of foot traffic, resulting in a squeak.  Using screws rather than nails provides the power to pull together the sheathing and the joist, eliminating any gaps and holding the materials firm.  Ask your builder to use screws rather than nails.  They are available in an auto-feed system similar to nails.
· Designing your own home?:  Architect Sarah Susanka has written two books and spawned a movement in design toward smaller and well designed homes over “McMansions” as she calls them.  Check out The Not So Big House and Creating the Not So Big House.  Her design concepts fit perfectly with log home construction. 
·  Design Trend:  One of the biggest trends in kitchens and baths is an eclectic mix of surfaces, finishes and cabinet types.  It is not unusual to see two or three types of countertops or two types of cabinets in one space.  Or wood tops commingling with stone or marble in a kitchen.  Craft-Art Wood Countertops has tops built from more than 20 different wood species and are available in plank or edge-grain style using full-length boards, which creates a checkerboard-type pattern.  www.craft-art.com or 404-352-5625.
·   Worried about your home while you are gone?  If you are gone from your home for long periods of time, you probably worry about problems like water, theft or breakins, power failures, etc.  There are systems out that boast easy installation and user-friendly programming, and can be customized to suit your needs.  They can tell you if you left a door open, the coffee pot or iron on and can even control your thermostat from your cell phone.  For more information, check out sensaphone.com and homeheartbeat.com.
· Oak Log Cabins 2 Go:  Did you know that we are now building Log Cabins 2 Go out of our 6” X 8” solid Oak logs?  Call for our new brochure, which shows the interior of these beautiful park models.  They are perfect if you need a cabin on your property to use now until you can build your log home.  When your home is finished, you can sell this mobile unit or keep it as a guest cabin.  The interior of the Oak cabin is as beautiful as our log homes!
· Summer/Fall 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule: 
· On August 24th and 25th and September 28th and 29th we will have our GLH Log Home Construction Workshop. The workshop includes everything you need to know about the construction process of building a log home.  Even if you plan to hire a builder, this workshop will help you understand the process and steps that building your home will entail.  The cost of the workshop is $125 for the first person and $75 for each additional person. The workshop comes with a 100% money back guarantee and the fee is deducted when you purchase your GLH log home.  The last homeowner seminar in 2007 is on October 19 and 20th.
· Answer to the Trivia Question: A “jiffy” is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second.  

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worthwhile."  --Herm Albright, writer
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