The Oak Leaf

· By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the September 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: How many Americans are injured by a toilet each year?”  (The answer is at the end.)

· HVAC solution for open beam ceiling in log homes:  An exposed beam second story floor system can create quite a challenge for installation of heating and air conditioning ductwork.  A solution you may want to consider is the Unico System.  Their web site is www.unicosystem.com.  They even have a page on their site devoted to log home construction.  According to the site, Unico uses ¼ of the space of a traditional HVAC system and the small ducting can be installed in ceiling and wall cavities.  It eliminates the need for large metal ductwork.
· Pending Home Sales See Biggest Gain in 3 Years
The market is likely to stabilize in the months ahead, according to the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®' forward-looking indicator on pending home sales.

The Pending Home Sales Index, based on contracts signed in June, was 5 percent higher from the downwardly revised May index of 97.5, but is still 8.6 percent below June 2006 when it stood at 112. The 5 percent monthly gain is the largest in more than three years, since a 6.1 percent increase was recorded in March 2004.

Lawrence Yun, NAR senior economist, says it's encouraging that the increase occurred in all four major regions of the United States. "However, it is too early to say if home sales have already passed bottom," he says. "Still, major declines in home sales are likely to have occurred already and further declines, if any, are likely to be modest given the accumulating pent-up demand."

The index is a leading indicator for the housing sector, based on pending sales of existing homes. A sale is listed as pending when the contract has been signed but the transaction has not closed.

What Happened Regionally 

Here's a breakdown of what the PHSI showed across the country:

West: the PHSI increased 8.6 percent in June to 103.6, but was 5.5 percent below a year ago. 

Northeast: the index rose 3.1 percent from May to 96, which is 2.4 percent lower than June 2006. 

South: the index increased 4.7 percent in June to 111.6, but was 12.7 percent below a year ago. 

Midwest: the PHSI rose 3.5 percent in June to 92.5, which is 8.2 percent lower than June 2006.

· Why does GLH include Advantech or Top Notch Floor sheathing in their package?:  These two products offer a “No Sand” guarantee, much greater water resistance than OSB or plywood, greater strength, and a 50 year limited warranty.  Since most homes are going to have rain and/or snow on the floor before it is weather tight, the quality of the floor is very important.  In surveys, 9 out of 10 builders who try these products will continue to use them, even though they are higher in cost than regular sheathing.  They are a standard product in all GLH Traditional and Deluxe packages.
· Alaska Dream Homes announces Model Home Grand Opening in Wasilla, Alaska:  On September 28 and 29th, these GLH Alaska dealers will be celebrating the Grand Opening of their Oak model home.   Call Sharon at 800-654-9253 for more information.

· Seven Steps to Building a Log Home:  Check out this new section of the recently launched GLH web site www.oakloghome.com.  It includes the seven steps, a budget calculator, a list of log home financing companies, an explanation of the time frame, builder information and questions to ask your lender.  
· Log Raisings in Pennsylvania and Arkansas in September:  On September 8th there will be a log raising in Fleetwood, PA which is just north of Reading.  GLH dealers Dennis and Colleen Gabel are building their new custom designed Oak log home, which will be the model for their dealership.  Call 610-790-7479 or 800-654-9253 for directions and times. On September 22nd there will be a log raising at Crown Point Resort on Horseshoe Bend Lake, Arkansas.  Crown Point is building log duplexes in their time-share resort.  Call 800-654-9253 for times and location.
· Grand Opening of Far West General Store:  See photos of the store on the new GLH website at:  http://www.oakloghome.com/CustomerScrapbook/Scrapbook/tabid/175/AlbumId/13/Default.aspx.  If you have never read the history of Far West and the Mormon settlers, you can find a brief description at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far_West,_Missouri.  The Grand Opening will be on Saturday, September 8th.  Call 214-924-4266 or 800-654-9253 for directions and times.  GLH is very proud to be part of this historical rebuilding.
·  Where are people retiring to?:  Although Florida remains the top location for retirees, Texas has overtaken Arizona and California for the number two spot.  
· Would you like to see a Log Cabins 2 Go?  Several are available throughout the United States and even in Canada!  Dallas, Texas, northern Minnesota, Spencer, Tennessee, Dale Hollow Lake, Tennessee, Alberta, Canada and Orange County, New York are locations where you can see one.  Call GLH for an exact location.  
· Fall 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule: 
On September 28th/29th and October 19th/20th we will have our last two GLH Log Home Construction Workshops of 2007. The workshops include everything you need to know about the construction process of building a log home.  Even if you plan to hire a builder, this workshop will help you understand the process and steps that building your home will entail.  The cost of the workshop is $125 for the first person and $75 for each additional person. The workshop comes with a 100% money back guarantee and the fee is deducted when you purchase your GLH log home.

Upcoming Log Home Shows to See GLH: 

For Information please call: 800-654-9253

September 7 – 9, 2007

Salt Lake City, UT

South Towne Expo Center

Richard & Mar Jene Wilcock

Toll Free: 866-750-3289

 
September 14 – 16, 2007

Cincinnati, OH

Duke Energy Center

Ron & Julie Alley

513-564-1525

 
September 21 – 23, 2007

Atlanta, GA

Cobb Galleria Center

Herb Heiserer

404-514-1010

September 28 – 30, 2007

Denver, CO

Denver Merchandise Mart

Daniel & Diane Bielski

303-220-8376

 
October 6 – 7, 2007

Lake George, NY

Lake George Forum

Gary & Diane Martino

518-543-6607

 
October 13 - 14, 2007

(Note:  We have been informed that this show may be cancelled.  Please call to verify before going to the show.)

St. Charles, MO (St. Louis Metro)

St. Charles Convention Center

Sharon Ely

800-654-9253

November 2 - 4, 2007

Branson, MO

Branson Convention Center

Sharon Ely

800-654-9253
· Answer to the Trivia Question: 40,000.  (But don’t tell the government; they will start OSHA inspections in our homes!)

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, amateurs built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic." -
Unknown 
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