The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the November issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.

· Trivia Question: What product began replacing spikes in log home construction in the early 1990’s?  (The answer is at the end.)
2004 Price Increases: Many building material prices have increased dramatically due to housing demand and natural disasters.  The recent fires in California are only going to add to the demand for building materials.   

If you are planning on building a log home in 2004, you should act NOW to lock in 2003 pricing.  Gastineau Log Homes is providing you with the opportunity build ANYTIME in 2004 at 2003 prices.  Sign a contract with a deposit by Dec 31, 2003, and it will hold today’s pricing throughout 2004.  If you plan to START CONSTRUCTION AT ANYTIME IN 2004, you should not miss out on this opportunity.

Contracts signed after 12/31/03 will be at 2004 pricing with a six-month price guarantee.  

· Call your GLH sales representative today.

· Thanksgiving hours at GLH.  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri will be closed on Thanksgiving Day only.  It will maintain normal hours on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend.  Our administrative offices in New Bloomfield will be open on Friday but only with a skeleton staff.  (No pun intended even if today is Halloween!)  

· Builder Only Construction Workshop: In addition to the consumer building workshops, GLH conducts two day construction workshops that are open only to builders.  The last 2003 class will be held Friday, Dec 5th and Saturday December 6th.  They are free of charge to professional builders.  Have your builder call Sharon at 800-654-9253 to sign up.  
· Finished Basement Electrical Tip: Many people choose to finish their basements into additional living space.  Family rooms are the most common rooms in these basements.  Often, these are very large rooms to allow for pool tables or media centers.  Aconcrete slab floor is usually poured which is what can cause problems with electric needs in the room.   If you have a very large room and plan on putting couches with end tables and lamps, you will probably need electricity in the middle of the room.  Proper planning can easily solve this problem.  Have your electrician run conduit to the needed locations before pouring the concrete floor.  Adding the electric receptacle afterwards is much harder and more costly. 

· Log Home Exterior Maintenance: First, the design of the home and the site location has the most impact on the maintenance that will be required.  Porches protect the logs and add at least 50% to the longevity of your finish.  An unprotected log wall exposed to direct West or South sun is going to require more attention than the North or East sides.  Second, you should understand that there are products that have been developed specifically for log homes.  Don’t go to your local discount lumberyard and pick up a product off the shelf that promotes itself as an “exterior wood sealer.”  The product that you use is very important to the longevity of your log home exterior sealant.  Preparation before you apply the sealant is also very important as well as the actual preparation itself.  Maintaining a beautiful exterior on your log home is not difficult; it is just a matter of doing it “right.”  It is not something that you have to hire professionals for either.  I have sealed the exterior of my seventeen-year-old log home.  

· Solid Beauty from the Inside Out: Gastineau Log Homes is proud to announce a new brochure that will replace our “Feel the Magic” brochure.  This new 8 page free introductory brochure will include new photographs, four floor plans and other information.  This brochure will be available in mid-November.  If you would like a copy, respond to this e-mail with “Beauty” in the subject box. 
· Metal Roof Supplier Joins Rewards Program: If you are planning on using a metal roof on your log home, GLH can save you money!  Custom-Built Metals, a leader in the metal roof industry, has joined the GLH Rewards Program.  By purchasing a GLH kit, you are automatically entitled to special pricing for your metal roof.  Custom-Built Metals has installers that can provide the labor also.  A metal roof will be installed on the Caroline model at the GLH model home center in central Missouri. 

· Answer to the Trivia Question: Oly-Logs by Olympic Fasteners.  These fasteners made log home construction much easier, replacing sledgehammers with electric tools!  Other improvements included less splitting of the wood, ease of countersinking and the ability to back out the screw if necessary.  Gastineau Log Homes was the first log home company to provide this type of fasteners in their log home packages.    

· Quote of the Month: “Life is not a dress rehearsal.  Quit practicing what you’re going to do, and just do it.  In one bold stroke you can transform today.” – Marilyn Grey, motivational speaker.
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