The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers, and laser printers all have in common?
Feature story in magazine: There is a beautiful feature story on a Gastineau Log Home in the 2006 Annual Buyers Guide of Country’s Best Log Homes.  The Arnold family built the home, located in Colorado.  Their home is a modified Seven Gables plus a custom three car detached garage with guest quarters on the second floor.  Congratulations to the Arnold family on the beautiful article and the fabulous home!
Effect of the hurricane….  The construction industry is feeling several effects from the hurricanes.  The cost of OSB (sheathing used for subfloors and roofs) and transportation are of greatest concern to those of us in the log home industry.  Gastineau Log Homes has not increased prices to date, hoping that those costs will go back down.  However, it may be to your benefit to get your kit price locked in now, just in case.

Prevention of damage by hurricanes in the future: We have seen the horrendous photos of entire towns that have been disappeared because of a hurricane.  It makes you wonder if it is wise to even rebuild in these locations.  Our experience says yes, you can rebuild a home that will withstand a hurricane.  A Gastineau Log Home built on Cape Hatteras withstood a direct hit from a hurricane, while it’s neighbors older, frame homes were destroyed.  The difference?  We know the stronger log wall construction was a vital part, but also the home was built to the then-new hurricane building code requirements.  We must admit that we originally thought the code was “overkill” but the end result was worth the nominal cost.  
A new dealer in Arkansas: We are very happy to announce a new dealer in southwest Arkansas:  David and Melissa Hill will be building an Oak model home in Nashville, AR. 870-845-2359. Plans are being made for construction to start late October/early November.  A log raising will be held at that time. 

Home Shows and Open Houses: The Fall Home Show season is in full swing.   We are in several home shows, including:

New York City, NY area  October 21 – 23


Peoria, IL October 21 - 23 


St. Louis, MO  November 11 – 13

In addition, there are Open Houses at the Branson, MO dealer: Call 417-334-2569 for more information.  Dates are October 29, November 19, and December 17.  

Cost saving tip… .  Build in the cold months of the year.  You may lose some time due to bad weather, but builders and subcontractors are not as busy and you may be able to negotiate better prices.
Construction Seminars: We have one remaining 2005 construction seminar on October 21 - 22.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee. We have a “Builder Only” construction seminar December 2 & 3.
Answer to the Trivia Question: Women invented them all.
Quote of the Month: “Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.” - Mark Twain
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