The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the March 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.
This issue of the Oak Leaf is dedicated to a dear friend of Gastineau Log Homes that recently passed away.  William “Bud” Stewart was a retired builder who helped us with many building projects, starting with the Seven Gables model home.  He loved to come to the Saturday “hands-on” part of our Building Seminars.  Bud was a wonderful friend, a dedicated builder, and he will be sorely missed by all of us here at Gastineau Log Homes.

Trivia Question: What are the two biggest advantages of using Low E glass windows?
Come see us at a log home show!  Gastineau Log Homes will be attending several shows in the near future.  They are:


Knoxville, TN


March 4, 5 and 6


Colorado Springs, CO

March 18, 19 and 20


Arlington, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth)
April 8, 9 and 10th
We also have dealers that will be attending shows in:

Oklahoma City, OK

March 4, 5 and 6

Anchorage, AK


March 18, 19, and 20

Stillwater, OK


March 30, 31, April 1, 2, and 3

Anchorage, AK


April 1, 2, and 3

Minneapolis, MN

April 8, 9 and 10

Minneapolis, MN

April 29, 30 and May 1
Another dealer, Jeff Seward, is having an open house in Aberdeen, S.D.  He has recently completed an expanded Caroline model with an attached garage on a lake front lot.  This new log home is for sale. The dates are April 2 - 1:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon and 7:00 -9:00in the evening and April 3 – 1:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon.  Call Jeff at 605-380-8005 for directions.
If you would like information on locations or times, just give us a call at 800-654-9253.

What is universal design in housing and why is it developing? 

The life expectancy of a baby born in 1900 was less than 50 years old.  Because of this, houses were designed for only the under fifty population.  But life expectancies have increased dramatically and as people age their abilities change and therefor their environment needs to change.

There is a new design concept called the “Universal Design Home.”  This simply means using products that were created to be usable by all people to the greatest extent possible.  It is not just about accessibility for people with disabilities.  It is incorporating design features that make living easier for all of us.
Gently graded walkways, lever door handles, grab bars, height-adjustable closet rods, extra wide doors and hallways, handheld showerheads and cabinets with pullout shelves are all part of the design principles.  These features are incorporated unobtrusively and will probably become the norm for future homes.

Obviously, these are all features that can be incorporated in your new log home!
How do you cut down on exterior maintenance? 


One easy way is to clean out your gutters…. The overflow from a clogged gutter will splash up on your home and can cause the exterior sealant to be washed away and require additional applications.  

Question from a customer:

Q:  Why is Oak better for a log home than other woods?

A:   The same qualities that make Oak superior for cabinetry and flooring make it the best choice for a log home.  Strength, durability, resistance to decay and insects are important features.  The beauty of Oak and particularly the uniqueness of each log are what appeals to me personally.  Plus, Oak logs do not require dipping of the logs in chemicals, which put chemicals inside your home.  We firmly believe that chemicals should not be built into the interior of your home, which results from dipped logs.

Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Back issues of the Oak Leaf: We will be adding these to our web site in the future, but for now, if you would like back issues, please let us know and we can email them to you.  The will be in Word format.

Answer to the Trivia Question: Low E glass will provide you with higher energy efficiency in your glass plus it will minimize the damage caused by UV Rays to the interior of your home, i.e. carpet, furniture.
Quote of the Month: “If you spend your whole life waiting for the storm, you’ll never enjoy the sunshine.” – Morris West
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 
