The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the August 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is the only mobile National Monument?

1) From the Gastineau Log Homes designers:  The ten most common mistakes seen in custom designs:.
9) Design that does not allow for structural support

8) Not being aware of local building codes

7) Not allowing enough space between windows for furniture (especially in bedrooms)

6) Trying to push bathrooms, closets, bedrooms, etc into spaces on the second floor that do not have enough head room because of a sloped room/ceiling.

5) Kitchen layouts that do not have room for the dishwasher next to the kitchen sink.

6)  Not enough room allowed for special plumbing fixtures, i.e. garden tubs.

3) Wasted space, i.e. not stacking basement stairs under second story stairs.

2) Not designing to take advantage of the building site, i.e. the view

2) Not being familiar with various building materials available 

3) Not allowing enough room for the stairs in the floor plan!

When designing your home: Write down the top 10 design elements you need, then write down the top 10 design elements you want.  Center your design toward your needs first, then add the wants that will fit within your housing budget and square footage.

Home Shows and Open Houses: Fall is just around the corner, and that brings the Fall Home Show season.   We will be in several home shows, including:


Nashville, TN  September 9 - 11


Minneapolis, MN September 30 – Oct 2


New York City, NY area  October 21 – 23


Peoria, IL October 21 - 23 


St. Louis, MO  November 11 – 13

In addition, there are Open Houses at the Branson, MO dealer: Call 417-334-2569 for more information.  Dates are:  August 27, September 24, October 29, November 19, and December 17.  

Are wood beams safer than steel beams?: We utilize a timber strand beam for all of our first floor girder beams.  One of the reasons is safety.  When heated, wood expands across the grain as much as metal but little in the longitudinal direction, which is important in construction.  For instance, if during a fire the room temperature rises from 70 to 1100 degrees Fahrenheit, a 60’ long wood beam will increase very little in length.  A steel beam of that length would increase almost 5” in length.  If the side walls of the building have not yet collapsed from the effect of the steel elongation, the steel beam will sag because it is unable to support even its own weight when heated to that temperature or beyond.  By comparison, the wood beam will actually become stronger as it becomes drier in the heat. 
4) Cost saving tip… .  If you are building on a slab foundation or if you plan to finish your basement into living space, consider using stained and/or stamped concrete as a finished floor surface.  The results can be outstanding, the cost is reasonable and maintenance and durability cannot be beat!
Construction Seminars: We have one remaining 2005 construction seminar on October 21 - 22.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee. We have a “Builder Only” seminar September 30 – October 1.
Answer to the Trivia Question: The San Francisco Cable Cars.

Quote of the Month: “If you have made mistakes, there is always another chance for you.  You may make a fresh start any moment you choose, for this thing we call ‘failure’ is not the falling down, but the staying down” – Mary Pickford
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