The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the December 2003 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah from everyone at Gastineau Log Homes!  We wish you and your family all the best in the coming year.
Trivia Question: Where do we get cork?  (The answer is at the end.)

·  GLH Wins Excellence in Model Home Design contests:  At the recent Building Systems Showcase, GLH received awards in both the under 2200 square feet and over 2200 square feet model home design classifications. The Ashton and the Cumberland Mountain designs will be featured in upcoming magazines.

· See GLH in the Country’s Best Log Homes Vacation Home issue:  The North Carolina Cumberland Mountain design (yes, the winner from above) is a feature home in this Spring 2004 issue.  It should be available on the newsstands now.  The March issue of Country’s Best Log Homes will feature one of the photos on the cover also.  

· What is better:  Spikes, screws, through bolts, etc?:  When looking at the different fasteners used in log homes, it is important that you understand that each manufacturer is including in their package the fastener that works best with their log wall system.  A fastener that works with one log profile, wood species and size may not be the best for a different log profile, species and size.  Trust the log home manufacturer to be providing the best fastener for their system.

· Are log homes a fire trap with all that wood?: Most fires in log homes do not start in the log walls.  Other materials in the home are the source.  Tests show that logs are slow to ignite and if they do, the fire will usually only char and not burn through the log, leaving the log structurally sound.  This charred surface can be removed and the logs returned to their original color.  (Plus Oak logs are much harder to ignite than pine or cedar.)

· Should you hire a professional designer or use the design department from a log home company?  Most people find that they can create a workable layout with the assistance of their log home company.  By combining our catalog of standard plans with our in-house designers using a 3-D computer aided design program and our in-house engineer, we can accommodate most customers.  If you have no grasp of volume or space and are wishing to build a very large or complicated log home, or if your building site will require extensive on-site consultation, you may wish to employ a professional designer or architect that can work with the GLH staff.

· Note:  GLH has a design process where you can obtain “preliminary blueprints” for your custom log home.  For $1244 you will receive exterior elevations and floor plans.  This cost will be credited toward the purchase of your log package in the future.

· How long does it take to build a log home?  You should plan on the construction of your log home taking anywhere from six months to a year on the “average.” (Longer if you are going to be the builder in your spare time!) This is about the same amount of time as a similar conventionally framed home.  This time frame does NOT include the time for custom blueprints, choosing a builder, obtaining financing or a building permit.  If you plan on building in 2004, you should be choosing your log home company now, before prices increase and to allow ample time.  Next Christmas will be here before you know it!

· Will GLH ever quit making “changes?”  The answer is NO!  We will continue to improve our product.  As a result, our model homes may not reflect all of our latest improvements.  Between now and January 15, 2004, GLH will be doing some “updating” at our I 70 model home center. If you stop by, please excuse our mess as we incorporate these improvements and “options” into our model home. 
· Christmas hours at GLH.  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri will be closed a noon on December 24th and all day the 25th, 2003.  It will also be closed at noon on December 31st and all day January 1, 2004..  Our administrative and shipping offices in New Bloomfield will be closed December 24, 25,and 26th as well as January 1, 2004.

2004 Price Increases: Many building material prices have increased dramatically due to housing demand and natural disasters.  The recent fires in California are only going to add to the demand for building materials.   

If you are planning on building a log home in 2004, you should act NOW to lock in 2003 pricing.  Gastineau Log Homes is providing you with the opportunity build ANYTIME in 2004 at 2003 prices.  Sign a contract with a deposit by Dec 31, 2003, and it will hold today’s pricing throughout 2004.  If you plan to START CONSTRUCTION AT ANYTIME IN 2004, you should not miss out on this opportunity.

Contracts signed after 12/31/03 will be at 2004 pricing with a six-month price guarantee.  

Call your GLH sales representative today
· Answer to the Trivia Question: Cork is made from the bark of the cork Oak tree, which grows in the western Mediterranean basin.  The majority of the world’s cork comes from Portugal.  Cork consists of hollow cells – more than 10 million air cells in a single cubic inch – that are joined together in a honeycomb fashion to form a mass that is extremely strong, waterproof, and airtight.

· Quote of the Month:  “The debt of gratitude we owe our mother and father goes forward, not backward.  What we owe our parents is the bill presented to us by our children.” – Nancy Friday (Writer)
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