The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the January 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: True or False:  Most of us have eaten a spider in our sleep. (The answer is at the end.)

· Log Home Council publishes Cooking for A Cure to benefit cancer families:  This cook book is a compilation of recipes of members of the LHC with 100% of the monies raised from the sales going right back out to families in need through the National Cancer Awareness Foundation.  GLH was one of the sponsoring companies that paid for the printing so that all the proceeds will go to the families. Check out my Braunschweiger Ball Appetizer to Emad’s Smoked Baba Gannouj.  To purchase a copy of the cookbook, you can download an order form at http://www.nationalcancerawarenessfoundation.com/. 
· Living large in a smaller space: With the cost per square foot increasing, it is vitally important that you get the most out of your square footage.  Most log home designs lend themselves to efficient use of space.  There are other ideas that you may want to consider as well.

         For example, consider open shelving on your stair landing to provide more storage and add interest to this typically dead space.  Use window seats where possible.  These can provide a very special daybed for a grandchild.  Not only is it useful, but also will be a memory maker.  At your rear entry, provide cubbies and built in’s for shoes and gear.  A front-loading washer and dryer will allow you to put a counter above for folding.  Maybe even a drain in the mudroom floor so that you can wash your pets.

         If you would like to learn more ideas, check out Sarah Susanka’s series of Not so Big books.  Many of her ideas were utilized in the design of the GLH Seven Gables model.
· Cabin Fever Seminar: Many folks have called asking if we are going to re-schedule our “Everything You Need To know About Buying and Building a Log Home” Weekend Seminar.  December’s seminar was interrupted by 16 inches of snow here in central Missouri.  Despite the snow, a number of hardy travelers with four-wheel drive showed up and enjoyed the seminar.
For those that couldn’t make it, we will be having another special seminar weekend at our model home center on Interstate 70 (Exit 144) January 20 and 21, 2007.  There will be seminars at 10:00 and 2:00 on both days.

The Saturday afternoon (2:00 PM) seminar will be a special seminar on reading blueprints conducted by Emad Faddoul, PE and head of our engineering and design department.  The seminar includes tips on designing the perfect log home plan, basic design do’s and don’ts and adding universal design features to your log home.  Most importantly, the seminar is a chance to learn how to read a set of blueprints and to meet with Emad and ask questions about your personal log home plans.  (Please bring your house plans for a free plan review and price estimate.)

The “Everything You Need to Know About Buying and Building a Log Home” seminar will be conducted by Tom Kupferer, former Publisher of Log Home Living magazine and Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Gastineau Log Homes.  This seminar will be at 10:00AM on Saturday and 10:00AM and 2:00PM on Sunday.

If you are planning on building in 2007, this is the time to get started!  Space is limited (especially for the blueprint session) so call ahead to reserve a seat.  Call 800-654-9253 for registration and more information.  Ask for Sharon.  The number at the model home center is 888-255-0523.
· Kitchen Design:  The kitchen is usually one of (if not the) most important rooms in the home.  Here are some design tips to consider:

1) Use glass upper cabinets to make the kitchen look larger

2) Continue the same cabinets into adjoining rooms for continuity

3) Wherever possible, stack appliances to provide more countertop

4) Extend the kitchen floor into whatever is adjacent.  It will make the room feel bigger.

5) Include furniture details, cabinets and drawers for islands.  Make them functional.

6) Keep backsplashes light in color.
· 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule:  Couldn’t attend in 2006 but plan on it in 2007?  The new schedule is now out.  Call and we can mail or email you a copy of the schedule. 

· Two NEW Gastineau Oak log homes for sale with beautiful lake views! 
1)  Dale Hollow Lake, KY:  Spectacular lake and mountain views from this solid oak Gastineau log home with a full walk-out basement on a spacious 1.2 acre lot at beautiful Dale Hollow Lake in Albany, Kentucky. This 3-story home features 3 bedrooms with the master on the first floor, 3.5 baths, 2 story great room with vaulted ceilings, loft, large kitchen, family room, and a 2 car garage with an oversized bay for your boat. Over 1000 sq ft of outdoor living area in decks, covered porches and balconies. Home is dried-in and awaiting homeowner’s finishing touches!   Contact Cathy or Dave Shuler at 317 450 2293 or at cathyanddavetogo@aol.com for more information or for an appointment!  
2)  Beaver Lake, AR:  Perfect log home near Garfield, Arkansas, is under construction on a beautiful lot overlooking Beaver Lake.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, huge bonus room.  Large kitchen has great view of lake.  Wrap around porch with two patios.  Two car garage with work area.  There’s still time to pick your colors.  Approx. 2,250 square feet.  $270,000.  Call Travis Wagar at 479-426-LOGS.

· Answer to the Trivia Question: True (Gross!)
· Quote(s) of the Month:  “Continuous effort - not strength or intelligence - is the key to unlocking our potential.” 
Winston Churchill (British Orator, Author and Prime Minister during World War II. 1874-1965)
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