The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the February 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: What is a “palindrome?” (The answer is at the end.)

· OAK Log Cabins 2 Go now available!: For several years we have been producing our popular Log Cabins 2 Go using pine logs. However, due to consumer demand, we are announcing that in 2007 we are also offering the LC2Go with Oak logs. The cabins are made using our 6” wide by 8” tall logs with dovetail notched corners. The Oak cabin also comes with a stronger chassis system. 
The “Oak” Log Cabin 2 Go is making its debut at the Indianapolis Home and Garden show January 26 to Feb 4 where it was a featured attraction. It is tastefully decorated, fully landscaped and absolutely the hit of the show. Look to see one soon at our I-70 Model Home Center and on our web site. For information on pricing and options call our corporate office at 800-654-9253.
A developer at Dale Hollow Lake in Albany, KY is offering a Log Cabin 2 Go on an acre of ground connected to utilities (water, septic and electricity) for $69,900.  Call 317-892-4182 for more information.
· Recent roof structure failures due to snow loads: The recent extreme winter weather with heavy ice and snow experienced throughout the mid-west has caused building code agencies to reexamine their roof snow load requirements.  Our standard Gastineau Log Home rafter roof  includes 2 X 12 rafters 24” (on center) with 5/8” sheathing.  This provides an 80lb. per square foot snow load and allows for an R-40 insulation. This is superior to the “standard” 2 X 10 roof system 16” o.c. with 7/16” sheathing offered by many log home companies.  

· How to keep your home or cabin in the family: Your investment counselor may be offering you many interesting and lucrative investment opportunities. But one of the best investment opportunities is a Gastineau Oak Log Home. Many people build their dream oak log home (or cabin) as an investment as well as the long-term use of their descendants.  It is certainly the warmest, coziest and most beautiful investment you will ever make or you family could ever inherit.

There are many ways to transfer ownership to the next generation.  They include:  1)  Do nothing.  Let your heirs sort it out.  2)  Make provisions in your will for transfer of ownership, putting the property through probate.  3)  Transfer outright ownership during life as a gift.  4)  Transfer the cabin to an irrevocable trust.  5)  Create a family holding company, perhaps in the form of a Limited Liability Company.  Our advice is to contact an attorney familiar with trusts, real estate and estate planning.  Unless, of course, you choose option #1.

· If you cannot get in touch with your dealer February 8 – 12, 2007: It is because they will be at our annual GLH Dealer meeting.  One of the intangibles you get with the purchase of a Gastineau Log Home is our GLH training programs.  Each year, our dealer/representatives assemble at our Corporate Headquarters in New Bloomfield to learn the latest advances in building techniques, products and services offered by GLH. We are always looking for ways to make the building process easier for you – our customer.  Our commitment to continual professional education for your GLH dealer is another reason why you should choose Gastineau for the best in Log Home Living. Our dealer’s expertise before, during and after construction is included with every home we sell!

· Lighting a Log Home:  I have written many times in the Oak Leaf about how to plan the lighting in your log home.  I even do seminar at the Log Home Shows on lighting.  I am thrilled to promote the March 2007 issue of Log Homes Illustrated magazine.  It is devoted to articles on how to light a log home to accentuate the beautiful wood and provide a more enjoyable home.  It is very well written with all of the same tips I point out in my presentation.  Get a copy!

· Spring Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following log home shows this Spring: 

· March 2, 3 and 4th in Orlando, Florida.

· March 16, 17 and 18th in Indianapolis, Indiana.

· April 27, 28 and 29th in Omaha, Nebraska. 

· We are looking forward to meeting you at the shows. Call for the locations and other information. 

· Spring 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule:  On February 23 and 24th, we will be offering a “Professional Builder Training Seminar” at our New Bloomfield, MO headquarters.  This is offered free of charge to any “professional builder”.  Call for registration information.  

 
On March 9th and 10th we will have our regularly scheduled GLH Log Home Construction Workshop. The workshop includes everything you need to know about the construction process of building a log home.  Even if you plan to hire a builder, this workshop will help you understand the process and steps that building your home will entail.  The cost of the workshop is $125 for the first person and $75 for each additional person. The workshop comes with a 100% money back guarantee and the fee is deducted when you purchase your GLH log home.
· Lock up your copper wire:  With scrap prices at an all time high, theft of steal wire and air conditioning coils has become a problem on construction sites.  Thieves will go as far as climbing power poles, scaling fences and breaking into buildings to steal the metal.  Tips for prevention include motion sensor lights on the exterior and do not leave any wires unattended or leave loose wire at the job site during construction.

· Answer to the Trivia Question:  A word that is the same regardless if it is read left to right or right to left.  i.e. racecar, kayak and level.
· Quote(s) of the Month:  “I am careful not to confuse excellence with perfection.  Excellence, I can reach for; perfection is God’s business. (Michael J. Fox, actor)
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