The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the March 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: How many trees does the average beaver cut down in one year?   (The answer is at the end.)

· Gastineau Log Home Owners in the News: Check out the article on the Oak log home built by Don and Rhonda LeFebvre. http://www.register-mail.com/stories/022507/FEA_BCETOCCC.GID.shtml
· Designing a kitchen with an island: Many people want an island designed into their kitchen, especially with the open spaces found in log homes.  The shape, orientation and features are determined by its intended use as well as the design of the kitchen.  There are three basic heights.  The standard height for an island work surface is 36” tall.  To accommodate regular chairs, the surface should drop to 30”.  For stool seating, a raised bar should bump up to 42”.  One advantage to bi-level countertops is that it creates an opportunity for joints and breaks in granite or other natural slab surfaces.  On the other hand, a level surface provides uninterrupted counter space and is preferable if you need space for multiple chefs.  If you are going to have a sink in the island, be sure to allow enough length to center the basin and have sufficient space on both sides for prep work and stacking.   And don’t forget walking space around the island.  A minimum 42” aisle clearance is recommended but 48” is preferred. 

· What is a “tankless” hot water heater?:   You may want to consider one for your new log home. How do they work?  Water flows from the intake lines through a heating element and directly to the open faucet.  The water is heated as it is needed, rather than sitting in a tank ready to use.  They offer many advantages.  They are more energy efficient because they do not have to maintain water continuously at a high temperature.  They are space saving because you do not have to allow room for a big tank in your floor plan.  And you should never run out of hot water if you purchase a unit with a high enough flow rate, or install a point of use unit at each appliance that uses hot water.   They do cost more to install than a conventional hot water heater, however.
· Does this sound like you?: A recent study of 2000 baby boomers conducted by Hanley Wood (publisher of a variety of magazines) found that 60% of their respondents anticipated “downsizing” with their next move.  This meant fewer rooms although not necessarily less square footage or cheaper products.  On group participant stated:  “I’ll sacrifice space but not quality.  The rooms I’m left with need to make me feel good each time I walk in.”  Respondents expressed a desire for spaces that were “cozy and comfortable” and yet “open, airy and spacious.”  A hefty 72% wanted their home to be a detached structure (as opposed to a condo or other multi-family dwelling.)  And 67% saw their ideal retirement home within 50 miles of a city. Plus, more than half liked the idea of being close to nature.  And they see their homes as a self-portrait.  Some 72% agreed with the statement, “My home is a reflection of who I am – my values and taste.”  Hmmm…  sounds like a log home to me!

· New GLH Dealers in Northeastern AR and Western Canada:  Paul Behrndt and his brother Pat Behrndt now represent Gastineau Log Homes in these two areas.  Paul manages Crown Point Resort in Horseshoe Bend, AR, which is a log time-share resort that has been successfully operating for over 20 years.  They will be building 5 more Gastineau log homes in 2007 that will be offered as a time-share.  You can contact Paul at 800-872-3301 or the resort at www.crownpoint-resort.com.  Pat will be building an Oak log home in Alberta, Canada that will be the first Gastineau model home in Canada.
· Dennis & Colleen Gabel, of Pennsylvania Oak Log Homes, will be building their log home model, a modified Lakeview, this Spring in Fleetwood, PA. You may contact them at 610-790-7479 or meet with them at the Log Home Living show in Valley Forge, PA April 27-29, 2007.

· Don and Barbara Louks, Hot Springs, Arkansas …representatives for Gastineau Log Homes, have announced that they are ready to begin a well deserved retirement. We want to thank Don, Barbara and the Four L Company for their dedicated service to Gastineau Log Homes and our/their customers.
 
We would also like to announce that David and Melissa Hill of Sugar Creek Oak Log Homes of Nashville, Arkansas will become the authorized GLH Dealer in the Hot Springs, AR area and will be servicing any and all of the Louks’ current customers. 
 
David and Melissa are veteran Gastineau Log Home dealers with a beautiful Custom Oak model log home in Nashville, Arkansas. If you would like to view the model you may contact the Hills’ at 870-845-2359. We will be announcing the Grand Opening Celebration of their model home this spring. The Hills’ are also currently building another Gastineau log home in the area if you would like to see a log home under construction.

· Another Oak log home going to Alaska:  Two years ago we shipped our first home to Alaska, completing our goal of having homes in all 50 U.S. states.  In June 2007 our dealer will have a Grand Opening to show off the finished home.  This month we are shipping our second home to Alaska!  If you live in Alaska or want to build in Alaska, contact Dennis Illies at 907-232-2482.
· Spring Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following log home shows this Spring: 

· March 2, 3 and 4th in Orlando, Florida.

· March 16, 17 and 18th in Indianapolis, Indiana.

· April 27, 28 and 29th in Omaha, Nebraska.

· April 27, 28 and 29th in Valley Forge, PA

· We are looking forward to meeting you at the shows. Call for the locations and other information. 

· Spring 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule: 
 
On March 9th and 10th we will have our regularly scheduled GLH Log Home Construction Workshop. The workshop includes everything you need to know about the construction process of building a log home.  Even if you plan to hire a builder, this workshop will help you understand the process and steps that building your home will entail.  The cost of the workshop is $125 for the first person and $75 for each additional person. The workshop comes with a 100% money back guarantee and the fee is deducted when you purchase your GLH log home.  The next seminars are May 4 & 5 and June 22 and 23, 2007.
· Answer to the Trivia Question: Two hundred (200) trees per year
· Quote(s) of the Month:  “Be on the alert to recognize your prime at whatever time of your life it may occur.” - Muriel Spark
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