The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the April 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: Which continent has the most wilderness… Africa or North America?  (The answer is at the end.)

· Designing a Home Management Center: Where do you pay bills, access recipes, file bills, etc?  With as little as a 4 to 6 feet wide by 8 to 10 foot long area, you can create a highly functioning and efficient HMC.  Tips:  Locate it off the hall or kitchen, preferably with a window for natural light.  Use a pocket door to save room.  Try to have 30” deep counter space with at least a 4 to 5 foot cabinet and rounded edge solid surfacing tops.  Use task lighting under cabinets and shelving to light the desk area.  Wood or tile floors can handle the abuse and make it easier to roll a chair around.

· A better nail now available:  The log walls found in log homes will withstand the high winds of hurricanes and tornadoes.   If damage is sustained, it is typically in the roof.  This is usually related to the nails not holding.  A new nail has been invented by Bostitch, creatively called The HurriQuake nail.  It is made of a cabon-steel alloy with angled barbs, a twisted shank, and a larger nail head.  It has been proven to double the resistance to earthquake type forces,  Also, they are great at reducing squeaky floors!  The additional cost is nominal, about $15 for a 2000 square foot home.  Plus, it can be used in any air gun that shoots 16D common nails.  Popular Science magazine selected the HurriQuake nail as its 2006 Innovation of the Year.
· What will they think of next?  How about a Home Spa Towel Warming Drawer?  Able to hold up to 4 towels, the drawer can heat towels to 120 degrees in 15 minutes.  Available in 24 or 36 inch depth.  $1,980 to $2,590 from Jacuzzi.

· House price estimator:  A new on-line model lets you plug in a variety of home and location characteristics to find out which ones mean more money and which ones don’t.  To show the effects that various features can have on a homes’ value, the NAHB (National Association of Home Builders) housing economics department has created a house price estimator based on data from the American Housing Survey.  The house price estimator results are based on the value of a “standard” home in each Census region.  To try it out, log on to www.nahb.org/estimator.  Requires Excel.
· Living space below a deck:  Many times people want to enclose the area underneath an open deck and make it weatherproof.  The trick is how to take care of the rain and snow that falls on the deck.  Check out Lock Dry.  You can order directly from the factory and it is shipped directly to the job site.  www.lockdry.com or 800-711-1785.  

· Spring Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following log home shows this Spring: 

· April 27, 28 and 29th in Omaha, Nebraska.

· April 27, 28 and 29th in Valley Forge, PA

· We are looking forward to meeting you at the shows. Call for the locations and other information. 

· Spring 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule: 
 
On May 4th and 5th we will have our regularly scheduled GLH Log Home Construction Workshop. The workshop includes everything you need to know about the construction process of building a log home.  Even if you plan to hire a builder, this workshop will help you understand the process and steps that building your home will entail.  The cost of the workshop is $125 for the first person and $75 for each additional person. The workshop comes with a 100% money back guarantee and the fee is deducted when you purchase your GLH log home.  The next seminars are June 22 and 23 and August 24 and 25, 2007.
· Answer to the Trivia Question: Surprisingly, North America is 38% wilderness while Africa is only 28%.

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “I am easily satisfied with the very best.” – Winston Churchill
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