The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the January 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is a “cord” of wood?

Tom Kupfrer joins Gastineau Log Homes Team: We are happy to announce that Tom Kupfrer has accepted the position of Vice President of Sales and Marketing.  Tom has an extensive background in the log home industry.  For several years Tom was the speaker of the Log Home Living seminars.  He was then promoted to Publisher of Log Home Living, Timber Frame Living and Building Systems magazines.  He also originated the first log home “home shows” that are now found throughout the United States.  Tom will be developing a series of log home seminars that Gastineau Log Homes will be promoting throughout the country.  We welcome Tom Kupfrer to our team.

Home Shows, Log Raisings and Open Houses: The Spring Home Show is upon us and we will be there… from coast to coast!  Call for locations, times, etc.

January 13 – 15 Log Home Show in Meadowlands, New Jersey

January 13 – 15 Log Home Show in Des Moines, Iowa

January 21 Log Raising in Nashville, Arkansas

January 20 – 22 Log Home Show in Scottsdale, Arizona

January 27 – 29 Log Home Show in Austin, Texas

February 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Sacramento, California

February 15 – 19 Home and Garden Show featuring a Log Cabin 2 Go in Des Moines, Iowa

February 17 – 19 Log Home Show in Dallas, Texas

March 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Las Vegas, Nevada

March 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Rogers, Arkansas

March 17 – 19 Log Home Show in Orlando, Florida

Others may be added, also.

Construction Seminars: The consumer builder seminars in 2006 will be held on March 3/4, May 5/6, June 23/24, August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on February 24/25, July 14/15 and December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information.
The Best of 2005….  

It is hard to believe that 2005 has come to a close.  Preparation of the Oak Leaf each month reminds me of the passing of time but it still comes as a surprise when New Years is here.  Many of you may not have received this monthly newsletter, so I would like to take this opportunity to repeat what I felt were some of the “best” articles and suggestions in 2005.  Here they are:

Heartwood and Sapwood:  The sapwood of a wood species has very, very different qualities from the heartwood.  In every wood species, the heartwood is the “best” part of the tree.  When looking at the logs provided by different log home companies, look at the end of the log to see if the sapwood has been removed.  (You can tell by the color difference with the heartwood being darker.)  If there is sapwood on the outside of the log, the quality of the wood is probably not what you are expecting from that wood species.  Don’t pay the price for heartwood when you are getting mostly sapwood.

How do I locate a builder to construct my log home? There are 2 ways to locate a builder.  First, you can find a builder from the Gastineau Log Homes Builder list.  This is a particularly good place to start if you are looking for someone to erect the package but not necessarily do a “turn key.”  It is difficult for us to have turn key builders for every location in the U.S. as turn key builders usually do not travel very far from home.  The second place is from local referrals.  This can be from friends, local building material retailers, local building code offices, bankers, appraiser, etc.  In other words, ask around for a builder that builds custom homes or log homes that is reliable and does good work.  Then go look at some of the homes that he (or she!) has built.  We have two day construction seminars to train builders; it is not imperative that you have a builder that has put up one of our homes in the past.  We also have an excellent construction manual and toll free number to assist during construction.

What is universal design in housing and why is it developing? 

The life expectancy of a baby born in 1900 was less than 50 years old.  Because of this, houses were designed for only the under fifty population.  But life expectancies have increased dramatically and as people age their abilities change and therefor their environment needs to change.

There is a new design concept called the “Universal Design Home.”  This simply means using products that were created to be usable by all people to the greatest extent possible.  It is not just about accessibility for people with disabilities.  It is incorporating design features that make living easier for all of us.

Gently graded walkways, lever door handles, grab bars, height-adjustable closet rods, extra wide doors and hallways, handheld showerheads and cabinets with pullout shelves are all part of the design principles.  These features are incorporated unobtrusively and will probably become the norm for future homes.

Obviously, these are all features that can be incorporated in your new log home!

How do you cut down on exterior maintenance? 


One easy way is to clean out your gutters…. The overflow from a clogged gutter will splash up on your home and can cause the exterior sealant to be washed away and require additional applications.  
Question from a customer:

Q:  Why is Oak better for a log home than other woods?

A:   The same qualities that make Oak superior for cabinetry and flooring make it the best choice for a log home.  Strength, durability, resistance to decay and insects are important features.  The beauty of Oak and particularly the uniqueness of each log are what appeals to me personally.  Plus, Oak logs do not require dipping of the logs in chemicals, which put chemicals inside your home.  We firmly believe that chemicals should not be built into the interior of your home, which results from dipped logs.

Answer to the Trivia Question: A “cord” of wood is a stack of wood four feet wide, four feet high and eight feet long.  A cord of Oak firewood releases twenty-three million BTUs when burned.  (These same qualities are what make Oak more fire resistant than species such as Pine and Cedar.)
Quote of the Month: “If you're not failing every now and again, it's a sign you're not doing anything very innovative.” - Woody Allen
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