The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is the longest word you can type using only your left hand and the longest word using yor right hand?  (The answer is at the end.)

Happy Birthday to Gastineau Log Homes!  On October 1st, 2006, Gastineau Log Homes celebrates it’s 29th Birthday!  Our first day in business was October 1, 1977.  Thank you to all the people who have built our homes and thank you to all the people who have worked at GLH to make our products and services what they are today.  The log home industry has come a long way in 29 years and I am very proud of what we have accomplished.  

Just this week, we received an unsolicited letter from a Kentucky home owner.  He has lived in a Gastineau log home for over 25 years and this is what he had to say:  “I am happy in my original decision to use Gastineau Log Homes and appreciate all the help and support you have given me, after the initial sale.  Your product and service is excellent and I would recommend your company to any potential log home buyers.”  

Thank you to these folks for their letter.  We continue to make improvements to our product every year, but this shows the basic fundamental value in using a superior wood for a log home and supporting it with a knowledgeable staff.  I am proud to have my name on the letterhead and on every home that we build.

We have a lot of events coming up this Fall.  They include:
Log Raising in northwest AR:  On Saturday October 21, 2006 Travis and Jill Wagar of Mighty Oak Log Homes will be hosting a Log Raising of their new model home near Beaver Lake, AR.  The modified Bonanza is built on a full basement with 8 X 8 Oak logs.  For directions and times, call them at 479-426-LOGS (5647) or email mightyoakloghomes@cox.net or call Sharon Ely at 800-654-9253.

Learn about Logs Weekend:  We will be having a special weekend at our model home center at Exit 144 on I 70 in central Missouri on December 2 & 3, 2006.  There will be seminars at 10:00 and 2:00 on both days.  Tours, plan review and free estimates will be featured.  More information to come but put that weekend on your calendar.  If you are planning on building in 2007, this is the time to get started!
Fall Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following shows this fall.  Call for locations and other information. 

October 6th to 8th in Lake George, New York

October 6th to 8th in Greensboro, North Carolina

October 13th to 15th in San Francisco, CA

October 13th to 15th in Springfield, MO

November 3rd to 5th in St. Louis, MO

Construction Seminars: The consumer building seminars in 2006 will be held on October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information. 

Want a vacation log home but cannot afford one?  Check out a book by Christine Karpinski entitled How to Rent Vacation Properties by Owner.  Christine owns several vacation homes, including two long homes.  Log homes are typically easier to rent than other types of housing and in many areas will get higher weekly rentals than other types of housing.

When you are planning the exterior of your home: Most people choose the exterior “look” of the home based on a photo or rendering of a plan that they see and “like.”  This is very important, of course.  However, you should also ask yourself these questions:  1)  Which direction do we want our home to face?  (Considering weather, view and landscaping.)  2)  Which rooms do I want to have the best view?  3)  Do we want porches (with a roof) or decks (without a roof) and what direction do I want them to face?  4)  Based on my land, will there be exposed foundation walls?  5)  Do we need a garage?  If yes, where do I want it located?  6)  If the home will be used for retirement, are entryways handicap accessible?  The answers to these questions can have a great impact on the final home design that you choose.

Planning on building a log home in the future?  One thing you can do now to make sure you will be able to build that home when the time arrives is to know your credit score.  Check your credit report to know ahead of time if there are any problems or incorrect information.  If there are problems, it make take a while to get it straightened out.  Don’t wait until you are trying to get your construction loan to discover a mistake on your credit history that can cost you time, headaches, and maybe even a higher interest on your loan!  Check out Experian at www.experidan.com 800-311-4769 or Equifax at www.equifax.com 800-685-1111.

Answer to the Trivia Question: Stewardesses with your left hand and Lollipop with your right.  Typewriter is the longest word that can be made using the letters from only one row of the keyboard.

Quote(s) of the Month: “New ideas pass through three periods: 1) It can't be done. 2) It probably can be done, but it's not worth doing. 3) I knew it was a good idea all along!” – Arthur C. Clarke
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