The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  How many btu’s are in a a chord of firewood? (The answer is at the end.)

GLH In the News: The 2009 Annual Buyers guide of Country’s Best Log Homes includes an eight page feature of a Gastineau Log Home in Nashville, AR.  The home, designed and built by the David and Melissa Hill, has about 4500 square feet on two floors.

You can download a pdf of the article at: http://www.oakloghome.com/AboutGastineau/InTheNews.aspx
Also, this home was also the March 2008 Home of the Month on the GLH Web site.  To see the floor plan go to: http://www.oakloghome.com/HomeoftheMonth/HomeoftheMonthArchives.aspx
Why Should You Build Now and Why Build New vs Buy Existing:  Want to be in the know?  Email back with your address or email address and we will snail mail or email you a pdf or a brochure explaining “why”!

Log Cabins 2 Go are GREEN!: (or Bronze!) Everything we are doing here at Gastineau Log Homes is turning “Green” !  Our Log Cabin 2 Go product line is no exception. We planned it, built it and checked it against the NAHB Green Building guidelines and the LC2GO passed with flying colors! Not only did it check out as green with a “Bronze” equivalency, but it has the potential for “Gold” when site works are completed according to our green recommendations.  From the outside however, you can tell they are green by the “Green” metal roof !!
House Resolution Recognizing Value of Hardwood Lumber Use in the U.S.:  A resolution has been submitted and will soon be approved recognizing the importance and sustainability of hardwood lumber products in the U.S. and stating that hardwood lumber products should be given full consideration in any program directed at constructing environmentally preferable commercial, public or private buildings.  It recognized that the Dept of Agriculture has data showing that the inventory of US hardwood has doubled in the past 50 years and growth has exceeded production by the significant margin of 1.9 to 1 with annual growth exceeding removals every year since 1952.  If you would like to read more about the resolution, log on to: http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c110:H.RES.1477.
Property Tax Deduction in New Housing Act of 2008:  You have heard about the new tax credit for first time home buyers. But there are other parts of the legislation that may affect those of us who are NOT first time home buyers.  First, if you have paid off your mortgage or have paid it off to the point where you do not have a mortgage interest deduction, and do not itemize your taxes, you can now (for 2008 only) get a deduction for property tax up to $1000 for a couple filing jointly and $500 for individual filers.  This is in addition to the standard deduction.  
How do you choose your next water heater?:  Want a water heater that is guaranteed not to leak for as long as you live in your home PLUS has the highest energy factor by model of any water heater on the market?  Choose the Marathon hot water heater.  It is distributed by Rheem and you can purchase through anyone who sells Rheem producsts. For more information, go to: www.marathonheaters.com.

Best insulation to use in attics, dormers and gables:  Blown cellulose or foam insulation such as Icynene is the best insulation you can use where you have framed walls.  They will greatly reduce the amount of air infiltration you have compared to fiberglass insulation.  If you have fiberglass insulation in your attic now, add even just a few inches of blown insulation over the top of the fiberglass.  It will stop the air infiltration and make the fiberglass come much closer to performing to the level of “R” value advertised!

Sizing of your HVAC system:  A major problem in the building industry is the lack of proper sizing of heating and cooling systems.  Most HVAC installers do not take the time to properly size the system nor the cold air return required.  If you would like to have this done for you, so you know it is done properly, contact Doug Rye at www.dougrye.com.  According to Doug, 90% of the homes in America have oversized heating and cooling systems that waste money and energy.  Of course, there is a fee for Doug to perform this service but it can pay for itself in your initial installation cost alone.
Gastineau Log Home for sale on E-Bay:   Check it out at: http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=290255352742&ssPageName=ADME:B:EF:US:1123
Can you believe funeral planning on the internet?  I read about www.MyWonderfulLife.com and had to check out the website.  My first thought was “What will they think of next?”  But when I went to the site and read about it, I discovered it was an absolutely brilliant idea.  The site and program is tastefully done and could be a real blessing.  Check it out!  (I know this has nothing to do with log homes, but I just had to pass it on!)
See a GLH Log Cabin 2 Go at the St Louis, MO Log Home Show:   We will be brining one to the St Charles log home show Octoer 31 to November 2nd at the St Charles Convention Center.  It will be a feature event at the show.

Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Home Shows:


Lake George, NY


October 11 & 12, 2008


St Louis, MO



October 31, Nov 1-2, 2008

Upcoming Fairs:

Upcoming Grand Opening:


Pennsylvania Oak Log Homes, Fleetwood, PA








October 4 and 5, 2008

Upcoming Open Houses:


Lake George, NY


October 25 & 26

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Upcoming FREE Webinars:  Call to register or visit www.oakloghome.com.

Sept 4 - Webinar Part 1 - 7:00 pm
Sept 11 - Webinar Part 2 - 7:00 pm
Sept 16 - Webinar Part 1 - 3:00 pm
Sept 17 - Webinar Part 2 - 3:00 pm

Answer to the Trivia Question: All firewoods dried to the same moisture content contain approximately the same heat value per pound-from 8,000 to 9,500 BTU for fully dried wood and 5,500 to 8,500 BTU for air-seasoned wood.  

The heat content of any fire depends on firewood density, resin, ash and moisture. A rule of thumb often used for estimating heat value of firewood is: "One cord of well-seasoned hardwood (weighing approximately two tons) burned in an airtight, draft-controlled wood stove with a 55-65% efficiency is equivalent to approximately 175 gallons of #2 fuel oil or 225 therms of natural gas consumed in normal furnaces having 65-75% efficiencies." Generally, hardwoods which provide long-burning fires contain the greatest total heating value per unit of volume. Softwoods which give a fastburning, cracking blaze are less dense and contain less total heating value per unit of volume.

Quote of the Month: “There is scarcely anything in the world that some man cannot make a little worse, and sell a little more cheaply. The person who buys on price alone is this man's lawful prey.” - John Ruskin (1819 - 1900)
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