The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.
Trivia Question: What log home company was founded on October 1, 1977?  (The answer is at the end.)

· It is Fall Show Season for GLH!  Greenville, Charlotte, Denver and Tulsa are over and this weekend we will be at a log home show in Indianapolis, IN.  Later in October we will be in Wichita, KS and Chantilly, VA.  If you would like to visit us at one of these shows, give us a call for details on times and location.  Plus we can get discounted admission tickets for you!  

· The 2004 GLH Construction Seminar schedule has been set.  Call Sharon at 800-654-9253 or e-mail back for a copy of the schedule.  These two day seminars are recommended for all log home owners, even if you are having the home constructed by a general contractor.  It will help you understand the construction process so there are no surprises.  Plus, you get to meet all of the great staff at the GLH office who work behind the scenes to design, manufacture and ship your home to you!

· Exterior Lighting Tip:  Simple exterior lighting can provide a very dramatic appearance for night time guests.  I like to put downward facing floodlights in all gables to wash light down the wall.  In addition, I like to put can recessed lights in the soffits (overhangs.)  For porches, don’t just put lights by your door.  Use recessed lights or ceiling mounted light fixtures the length of the porch.  All together, the end result is worthy of a magazine cover photograph!

· Does a log home cost more than a conventional “frame” home?  This is a difficult question to answer. If you compare the cost of just the log walls with the cost of 2 X 6 exterior wall framing, insulation, exterior siding and interior wall covering, there is not much difference in cost.  The difficult part of the answer is that log homes are usually not designed like most frame homes.  Most (not all) log homes have wood covered cathedral ceilings, rock fireplaces, hardwood floors, lots of “open” spaces which require expensive structural beams, exposed beam floor systems and lots and lots of porch and deck square footage. It is not the logs that make the home more expensive but the design and amenities that increase the cost.  If the homes were built from the same design, a GLH log home should not cost more than a well built custom home.
· Construction of our 3rd model home in central Missouri:  The construction of our model home using the chinked log profile will be gearing up later this week. Progress has been hampered by our builder…he is building homes for two of our local customers, and they take preference over our project. We have been patiently waiting for him to finish our customers’ homes.  He will be back at our model home center this week to finish the construction. Setting the second story floor beams will be the next step to be followed by installation of the roof system. Stop in and watch the progress!  I 70 Exit 144.

· Greased Adjustors  It is the little things that can make a difference.  We have made a small change that could make a big difference after you have moved into your new log home.  Our adjusters are now shipped in plastic bags inside of a cardboard box.  This keeps them dry during construction so that they do not rust.  We are also including a can of grease in the box so they can be greased at the time of installation.  This will be checked during the Quality Assurance Visit.  The end result is that it will be easier to turn the adjusters at the appropriate time. This is an example of how we continue to look for ways to improve our product. 

· A smelly question… At a recent show, the sales staff for a competing log home company was telling people that Oak logs “smell.”  We found that rather amusing.  Do your Oak cabinets smell?  Do you Oak floors smell?  Does your Oak furniture smell?  Then why would Oak logs smell?  We are the only national manufacturer of Oak log homes and our competitors have a hard time finding something to say “negative” about Oak.  A little common sense goes a long way in figuring out what is true and what is not-so-true when talking about log homes. 

· Answer to the Trivia Question:  Gastineau Log Homes!  Today is our 26th Birthday!

· Quote of the Month: “Dreams are the soul’s pantry.  Keep it well stocked and your soul will never hunger.” – TV sitcom Laverne & Shirley
To All LHO’s (Gastineau Log Home Owners):  Thanks to everyone who has responded to our letter with your e-mail address.  Next month, a separate newsletter will be sent to you.  It has been wonderful to see the photos, hear how you are enjoying your log home and how much you love it!  At a recent show, someone asked me for a word of wisdom to a young person entering the log home business. (I hope it was because of my years in the industry and not my age!)  After a moments hesitation, I said:   If you don’t love it, don’t do it.  After 26 years, I still love what I do because of the wonderful people that we meet and the beautiful homes that we provide.  Thanks to all of you for giving me the opportunity to continue doing what I love!   
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