The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Can you grow Oak seedlings from acorns you pick off an Oak tree? (The answer is at the end.)

Log Home Innovators: … this was the cover story in the October issue of Building Systems magazine.  Gastineau Log Homes’ Solar Forced Air Dry Kilns was one of the featured “innovators” in the industry.  This drying system, developed by Gastineau specifically for drying timbers, solves the problems created by using traditional dry kilns to dry house logs.  And not only is this a better method of drying logs for log homes, but it is also better for our environment as it does not use fossil fuels and does not create any pollution.  Solar forced air drying is a high tech solution for an age-old problem.
What is “heartwood”?:  Each log used in a log home should be cut from an individual tree with the heart of the log in the center of the log used for the home.  This means that the center of the log will be a part of the tree called the “heartwood.”  In almost all wood species you can actually see the distinct line between the heartwood and sapwood in a cross section or end cut of the log.  The heartwood is darker in most wood species. 

What is the difference between heartwood and sapwood?  “As a tree gets older and larger, the storage cells in the center at the bottom of the tree begin to die.  Various chemicals are formed from their contents, and additional materials move into the wood here also.  As this part or the tree fills with natural chemicals, it becomes what is called “heartwood”.  With further aging, the heartwood core expands outward and upward.  Increasing amounts of formerly conductive “sapwood” are therefore changed into heartwood.  Althugh all trees develop heartwood, not all heartwood chemicals are “created equal.”  Trees with more toxic natural chemicals have very durable heartwood.  Other trees have only moderately resistant heartwood and some have no decay or insect resistance.  In all trees, though, even those with very durable heartwood, sapwood has almost no resistance to insects and decay.” – excerpt from “Durability of Wood” by Julian Beckwith, Extension Wood Products Specialist.

What does this mean in choosing a log home?  It means that the most naturally durable part of the tree is the heartwood and you should buy a log home that is made of the heartwood of the tree, not the sapwood.

Update on the Caroline model home in Missouri?:  The staining and chinking has all been completed on the Caroline and looks gorgeous.  The drywall is going up and the kitchen will be installed in about four weeks.  Come by and see an Oak chinked log… the off white chinking really brings out the beautiful wood grain of the Oak.  Gastineau Log Homes is the only company to offer the traditional chinked log wall…. Oak!

Question from a customer:

Q:  We want round second story floor beams.  What is the spacing between them and what can be used for the decking above?

A:  The spacing between the beams is determined by the span (length), the decking that is used, what weight is bearing on the beams and the diameter of the floor beams.  In most homes, we use 8" round logs with one side cut flat and they are spaced about 30 to 36" apart.  A 2" Pine decking is used above it as the floor. 

You don't want the beams too close together or it is too "busy."  You cannot space them too far apart or the 2” thick decking will not be sufficient.

(This question provided by the Howard’s of New York.)
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

New Gastineau Log Home Dealers: Travis and Jill Wagar, owners of Mighty Oak Log Homes, are new Gastineau Log Homes dealers in Oklahoma City, OK.  Their phone number is 405-755-5248.  They recently attended dealer training in New Bloomfield, Mo. along with John and Deirdre Crowley from Boston that we included in last months Oak Leaf.  
Upcoming Shows: We will be in Wichita, Kansas on October 22 – 24th at the convention center for a home show.  We will be in Tulsa, OK on November 5 – 7th for a show as well.  

Cost Saving Design Tip: The energy performance of casement windows with Low E glass is considerably higher than double hung windows with Low E glass.  Casements can be a less expensive way to improve your energy performance than upgrading to Solar 8 glass or other higher performance glass in double hung windows.

Answer to the Trivia Question:  This is a great time of the year to collect acorns to grow your own Oak seedlings.  Here are some tips:


Collect acorns in the fall.


Store acorns for one month in a sealed plastic bag in the refrigerator.


Lay acorns on their sides and plant one-inch deep in the soil.


Keep the area around planting spots free of weeds.


If possible, water several times during the summer, and use screen cages to protect young seedlings from animals.

For more information, see the web site: www.californiaoaks.org/ExtAssets/careacornssec.pdf
Quote of the Month: “Yes, risk-taking is inherently failure-prone.  Otherwise, it would be called sure-thing-taking.” – Tim McMahon

(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 

