The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the November 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: 
There are only two days of the year in which there are no professional sports games (MLB, NBA, NHL, or NFL). What are they? (The answer is at the end.)

· Two NEW Gastineau Oak log homes for sale with beautiful lake views! 
1)  Dale Hollow Lake, KY:  Spectacular lake and mountain views from this solid oak Gastineau log home with a full walk-out basement on a spacious 1.2 acre lot at beautiful Dale Hollow Lake in Albany, Kentucky. This 3-story home features 3 bedrooms with the master on the first floor, 3.5 baths, 2 story great room with vaulted ceilings, loft, large kitchen, family room, and a 2 car garage with an oversized bay for your boat. Over 1000 sq ft of outdoor living area in decks, covered porches and balconies. Home is dried-in and awaiting homeowner’s finishing touches!   Contact Cathy or Dave Shuler at 317 450 2293 or at cathyanddavetogo@aol.com for more information or for an appointment!  
2)  Beaver Lake, AR:  Perfect log home near Garfield, Arkansas, is under construction on a beautiful lot overlooking Beaver Lake.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, huge bonus room.  Large kitchen has great view of lake.  Wrap around porch with two patios.  Two-car garage with work area.  There’s still time to pick your colors.  Approx. 2,250 square feet.  $270,000.  Call Travis Wagar at 479-426-LOGS.

· The Whole House Approach:  
The U.S. Department of Energy provides several articles that offer us options and helpful tips for including energy efficiency into home design. It promotes the "Whole-House Systems Approach" when looking to design with energy efficiency in mind. The approach considers the interaction between you, your building site, your climate, and these other elements or components of your home:

Appliances and home electronics 

Insulation and air sealing 

Lighting and day-lighting 

Space heating and cooling 

Water heating 

Windows, doors, and skylights

This approach recognizes that the features of one component in the house can greatly affect other components, which ultimately affects the overall energy efficiency of the house. These are some benefits of using a whole-house systems approach:

Reduced utility and maintenance costs 

Increased comfort 

Reduced noise 

A healthier and safer indoor environment 

Improved building durability

If you would like more information from the U.S. Department of Energy on this topic, visit http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/ and click on the "Designing & Remodeling" link on the left sidebar.

· Lots of events coming up this Fall.  They include:
1)  Grand Opening of Model Home in Iowa:   Gastineau dealer I-80 Log Homes, Bill and Marsha Kragelund, will be hosting the Grand Opening of their model home the weekend of November 18 and 19, 2006.  The home, a modified Caroline, is on a full walk out basement and features 8 X 8 Oak logs.  It features a soaring cathedral ceiling in the Great Room with massive Oak exposed trusses.  Easy to find on the southeast corner of Exit 64 (Wiota Exit) on I 80, the home is halfway between Des Moines and Omaha.  The Grand Opening hours are 9-5 on Saturday and 11-4 on Sunday.  For more information, call 800-654-9253 or Bill Kragelund at 712-762-4631.
2)  Learn about Logs Weekend:  We will be having a special weekend at our model home center at Exit 144 on I 70 in central Missouri on December 2 & 3, 2006.  There will be seminars at 10:00 and 2:00 on both days.  Tours, plan review and free estimates will be featured.  More information to come but put that weekend on your calendar.  If you are planning on building in 2007, this is the time to get started!
3)  Fall Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at one more shows this fall: November 3rd to 5th in St. Louis, MO.  Call for the location and other information. 

4)  Construction Seminars: The “Builder Only” training seminar will be on December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information. 

· 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule:  

Couldn’t attend in 2006 but plan on it in 2007?  The new schedule is now out.  Call and we can mail or email you a copy of the schedule.
· Finished Basement Electrical Tip: 

Many people choose to finish their basements into additional living space.  Family rooms are the most common rooms in these basements.  Often, these are very large rooms to allow for pool tables or media centers.  A concrete slab floor is usually poured which is what can cause problems with electric needs in the room.   If you have a very large room and plan on putting couches with end tables and lamps, you will probably need electricity in the middle of the room.  Proper planning can easily solve this problem.  Have your electrician run conduit to the needed locations before pouring the concrete floor.  Adding the electric receptacle afterwards is much harder and more costly. 

· Thanksgiving Office and Model Home Hours: 

Both our office and model home center will be closed on Thursday, November 23.  Both our office and the Model Home Center will be open on Friday with normal hours.  The Model Home Center will be open that weekend with normal hours of 9-5 on Saturday and 12-5 on Sunday.

· Answer to the Trivia Question: 

The day before and the day after the Major League Baseball All-Star Game.

· Quote(s) of the Month: 

“Anxiety is the gap between the now and the later.” – Fritz Perls
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