The Oak Leaf

· By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the October 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: “What is used to symbolize rank in the U.S. Armed Forces ?”  (The answer is at the end.)

· What are the differences between Oak and other wood species?  Read about it on our web site at: http://www.oakloghome.com/AboutGastineauLogHomes/WhyOak/tabid/152/Default.aspx
· Start Right Program offered to Gastineau Log Homeowners: Sashco, a leading provider of log home sealants, has developed an ongoing program for log home owners to ensure the beauty and longevity of the appearance of the exterior of the log home.  They not only provide the products to apply on your logs, but they give you a step by step guide to show you full color illustrations of how to prepare and stain your home.  They provide you with a 3 year warranty and have trained applicators available to apply the stain.  Then, once you are part of the Start Right program, they will contact you annually to remind you to inspect your home and help you identify any issues.  They know what stain and color you used and the follow up maintenance you performed over the years.  It’s like having a maintenance history on your home which you know improves your resale price!  But more importantly, your peace of mind.
· New GLH Dealer in Indiana:  We are proud to announce that we have a new dealers in northern Indiana!  Laster Boggs started construction on his Gastineau Log Home earlier this summer and even hosted a Log Raising.  He has now decided to become a dealer for GLH and will serve the area surrounding his home in Silver Lake, IN.  If you would like to see Lasters home (he is almost ready to move in!) call him at 260-348-7409.
· Decorating tips:  If you are building your home in an location with a view, don’t allow furniture or drapes to block the view.  When designing your home, it is a nice feature to be able to see through the space and to the view when you enter.

· Keeping everything in proportion: If you are building a smaller home, be careful where you use big timbers or logs.  If you have too many big beams in a small space, it will make the space appear even smaller.
· What do you do with a sloped ceiling on the second floor?:  Some people build a “knee wall” closing off the lower part of the sloped roof.  Against this wall, you can build in cabinets or drawers.  Some designs use the space provided by the sloped roof for closet space.  Either way, the sloped roof will provide a very cozy space for an office, bedrooms or multipurpose room.
· Gastineau in the News: GLH Dealers Dennis and Neen Illies were recently featured in the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman in Alaska.  The extensive article highlighted the fact that this was the first Oak log home ever built in Alaska.  (There are more there now!)  The Illies’ recently hosted the Grand Opening of their model home near Wasilla, AK.  If you are planning on building in Alaska, contact Dennis and Neen at 907-232-2482.
· Builder Only Construction Seminar: 
On November 30th, December 1st we will have our last GLH Log Home Builder Only Construction Workshop of 2007. The workshops include everything a professional builder needs to know about the construction process of building a log home.  The workshop is free of charge to all builders. This workshop is required for builders to be on the GLH Builder List.
Upcoming Log Home Shows to See GLH: 

For Information please call: 800-654-9253

November 2 - 4, 2007

Branson, MO

Branson Convention Center

Sharon Ely

800-654-9253
· Answer to the Trivia Question: The Oak leaf!  A Gold leaf is designates a Major or Lt. Commander, and Silver leaf is a Lt. Colonel or Commander, and arrangements of Oak leaves and acorns indicate different branches of the US Navy Staff corps officers.

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “Horse sense is the thing a horse has which keeps it from betting on people."  - W. C. Fields
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