The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the November 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Do American forests have more hardwood trees today than 1953 or less?
Wood declared most eco-friendly building material:   A one million dollar study carried out by the Consortium for Research on Renewable Industrial Materials, a non-profit corporation of 15 research universities in the U.S., has confirmed that wood is one of the most environmentally-sensitive building materials for home construction.  It is so because wood uses less overall energy than other products, causes fewer air and water impacts and does a better job of the carbon sequestration that can help address global warming.  For more information, go to: Consortium for Research on Renewable Industrial Materials Web site.
2004 Back to Basic Price Increase:  The printed prices for BTB packages will be increased effective December 1, 2004.  If you are planning on purchasing a BTB package to build in 2005, you can hold the 2004 pricing by signing a purchase agreement prior to December 1.  The new BTB prices will reflect approximately an 11% increase. 

2005 Price increase for custom and standard plans:  There has been a dramatic increase in some materials during 2004.  If you plan to build in 2005, we recommend that you sign a purchase agreement prior to December 31, 2004.  This will hold your price for delivery anytime in 2005.  Call your dealer or customer assistant for more information.

Question from a customer:

Q:  What are the pros and cons of using hangers for second story floor beams rather than notching into the walls?

A:  Either method can be used depending on the engineering of the second story floor system (if it is serving as a collar tie in addition to being the second story floor joist), the load bearing points of the roof system and which method you prefer.  If you do not like hangers, it can usually be changed so the beams are notched into the log walls.  Hangers are faster to install and can be painted any color you desire.  

Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Upcoming Shows: We will be in Tulsa, OK on November 5 – 7th for log home show.  The show will be at the Tulsa convention center.

Cost Saving Design Tip: A walk in closet is actually cheaper to build than the same size of closet that has bifold doors.  For example, a 3’ X 15’ closet will require 2 bifold doors and take 45 square foot of floor space.  A 5’ X 9’ walk in closet has the same square footage but only requires one swinging door.   The cost of 2 bifold doors is close to $300 more than the one swinging door plus it will require a lot more labor to install.  So walk in closets are not a luxury but actually a cost saver!

Xmas shut down at Gastineau Log Homes:  Our shipping and administrative offices will close on December 23rd at 5:00 and will not reopen until Monday, January 3rd at 8:00.  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri close at noon on December 24, 2004 and reopen on Monday morning, December 27th.  It will also close at noon on December 31 and reopen on Sunday, January 2nd at noon.

Congratulations to the Boston Red Sox:  You played a great series.  Too bad my St Louis Cardinals didn’t give you a better game!  Congratulations on breaking the curse.  You certainly deserved it after the way you played the final 8 games.

Answer to the Trivia Question: 
According to a recent report appearing in the Construction Specifier, nearly twice as much hardwood grows each year as is harvested. In fact, the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service indicates that the volume of hardwood in American forests has increased 90% since 1953 to about 352 billion cubic feet.

Quote of the Month: “When in doubt, tell the truth.”  - Mark Twain
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