The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the December 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Who is the largest landowner in the United States?
Are you going to build a log home in 2006?  If so, call your dealer or your customer assistant here in Missouri for details on how you can save money!

Log Home Seminar:  Sunday, December 4, 2005 at the Model Home Center Exit 144 on I 70 in Central Missouri, 2:00 P.M.  This 90 minute photographic program will explain the log home building process from start to finish.  Details include what you should consider when planning and designing your log home.  Phone number at the model home center:  888-255-0523.

Texas log homes: Check out www.logcabinvillage.org.  The Log Cabin Village is a living history museum featuring many log cabins from the 1840 to 1890.  On December 17 they will have “Holidays at the Hearth” with the log homes decked out in holiday style.  Enjoy some warm cider while stringing popcorn or making your own punched tin ornament to take home.  If you cannot make it in December, there are more events on their web site.  Located in Fort Worth, TX.
What type of roof should I use?  Asphalt, metal or wood shake shingles?  To answer this question, you must consider three things:  1)  where the home will be built  2)  the amount of money I want to spend and 3)  the exterior appearance you desire.  If you are building in a high snow load area, a metal roof is preferable because the snow slides off easier. Wood shakes are higher maintenance in a heavily wooded location where the shingles don’t get much sun.  (They can get mold on them.)  Metal roofs are usually the most expensive, then cedar shake, with asphalt shingles being the least expensive.  Although there is a wide range of prices for asphalt shingles depending on the weight, thickness and warranty.
Want to save money and the environment?: Use a tankless water heater that runs on propane.  Although they cost more money up front, they will pay for themselves through energy savings.  They cost 1/3 less to operate than an electric hot water heater and they require less space.  Plus they will heat water nearly twice as fast.  And if you are gone from home for an extended time, you don’t have to worry about leaks!  And to sweeten the deal even more, President Bush just signed into law an incentive: a $300 tax credit for anyone who installs one!
A new dealer in Indiana:  Cathy and David Shuler, 6089 Brookshire Drive, Pittsboro, IN  46167   phone:  317-892-4182.
Home Shows and Open Houses:  The 2005 home show season has come to an end.  (Yeah!)  We love traveling to meet folks that want to build a log home, but it is also nice to stay home and enjoy our own!  I will send out information on 2006 shows next month. 

Cost saving tip… .  If you are going to finish your basement into living space, consider one of the insulated foundation systems.  In the long run, they will save you money and you will have a drier basement that will be easier to heat and cool.
Holiday Schedule:  Gastineau Log Homes’ office, shipping and model home center will be closed on Saturday December 24, Sunday December 25, Monday December 26 and Sunday, January 1, 2006.  Gastineau Log Homes shipping department will be closed the week of December 26 and reopen January 2, 2005.  The sales office and model home center will be open December 27, 28, 29, 30 and until noon on the 31st.

Construction Seminars: We have one remaining “Builder Only” construction seminar December 2 & 3.

Answer to the Trivia Question: The American people.  The Federal Government owns 30% with the States and other municipalities owning 23% for a total of 53% of the U.S. landmass.

Quote of the Month: “A cheerful giver does not count the cost of what he gives.  His heart is set on pleasing and cheering him to whom the gift is given.” – Julian of Norwich (1342-1443)
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