The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the December 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: How much oxygen does the average tree give off in a year? (The answer is at the end.)

· Gastineau Log Homes in the News:  If you are flying on a Delta Connection in the next few months, check out the Atlantic Southeast and Sky West in-flight magazines.  There is an article on log homes and it features a photo of a Gastineau Log Home. 
· Also, check out Log Home Design Ideas January 2007 issue.  There is an article entitled  “The 50 People, Places, Factors and Features That Define Log Home Design.”  My particular favorites are numbers 3 and 15 (which happen to be yours truly!)  Seriously, it is a great article about what has shaped the log home industry.
· Emad Faddou, VP of Design and Engineering recently became the Chairman of the Log Home Council Technical Committee.  This Committee oversees all technical research, publications and projects undertaken by the Log Home Council.  As a licensed engineer, Emad is very qualified to perform in this capacity and will bring a new level of expertise to the committee. 

· Learn about Logs Weekend:  We will be having a special weekend at our model home center at Exit 144 on I 70 in central Missouri on December 2 & 3, 2006.  There will be seminars at 10:00 and 2:00 on both days.  Tours, plan review and free estimates will be featured.  More information to come but put that weekend on your calendar.  If you are planning on building in 2007, this is the time to get started!
· 2007 Mortgage Rates:  Both the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac chief economists predict that the 30 year fixed rate for a mortgage in 2007 will average 6.9% with 1 year Treasury-indexed ARMs around 5.9%.

· Is there a housing bubble bursting?: If you listen to the national news you would certainly think so.  However, things are hardly rough all over.  Nor are they projected to be hard for very long.  NAHB (National Association of Home Builders) predicts that the 10-year span ending in 2015 will achieve the greatest number of new homes built in any decade.  The real story is at a local level.  For every Detroit, San Diego or Miami that is taking a hit there is a Raleigh, Houston or Boise enjoying solid housing growth.  What you read about a bubble bursting is really a “correction” from unsustainable levels in certain parts of the country.    

· New Gastineau Log Home Dealers:  We are proud to announce two new dealers.  Dennis and Colleen Gabel currently live in Illinois but will be moving and establishing a dealership in southeastern Pennsylvania.  Dan and Diane Bielski live in Greenwood Village, CO but are currently building their model home, a modified Seven Gables, in Tabernash in Grand County, CO.  

· 2007 Construction Seminar Schedule:  Couldn’t attend in 2006 but plan on it in 2007?  The new schedule is now out.  Call and we can mail or email you a copy of the schedule.
· Getting ready for winter: Winter is here and don’t forget to make sure your humidifier is operating properly, check your fireplace flue to make sure they are clear and will operate safely, reverse the direction on your ceiling fans and open your curtains and blinds on the south and west side of your home on sunny days.  Spring will be here before we know it!

· Christmas Office and Model Home Hours:  Our model home center will be closed Sunday December 24, Monday December 25, and Monday, January 1, 2007.  In addition, the model home center will close at 4:00 on Sunday, December 31st.  We will be open 9 – 5 Monday through Saturday and 12 to 5 on Sundays for all other days. The model home center can be reached at 888-255-0523.

· Our administrative office and shipping department will be closed from Saturday December 23 to Tuesday, January 2nd.  There will be sales staff in the office during that time, however.  The switchboard will be staffed as well.  Call 800-654-9253.

· Answer to the Trivia Question:  The average tree gives off enough oxygen in one year to allow four people to breathe for an entire year!

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year.” - Victor Borge
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