The Oak Leaf

· By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the December 2007 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: “Where has the oldest Oak tree been found?”  (The answer is at the end.)

· Tips for designing a home office: Is your home office going to be used to download recipes and pay bills or will it be used as your 9 to 5 professional office?    This will determine the office location in the home and the furnishings of the office.  If it is going to be for the entire family, an open space in a loft may suffice.  If it is going to be your daily office, consider bonus space over the garage or in a walk out basement or even a separate wing of the home.  You may even want a separate entrance. Pay special attention to the lighting in an office as well as the technology.  You will need plenty of outlets, internet connections, etc.  You may want to include a “charging area” for cell phones and computers.  And don’t forget that you want this to be a very livable space.  Fireplaces, large windows, televisions, and sitting areas can all make it a more enjoyable space if you will be spending lots of hours in this room!
· Remodeling with Logs:  If you want a log home but cannot have one right now, consider remodeling with log components or adding on a log wing to your home.  You could even put log siding on the exterior or interior of your home.  
· A room for your pet?:  They are a member of the family, right?  And they deserve far better than an outside kennel!  Consider adding features into your mudroom to accommodate your pets eating, sleeping or bathing habits.  How about a floor drain to wash your pet?  Or built-ins to store food or accessories.  They deserve more than a doggy door!

· Wireless light switches!: This falls into the category of “What will they think of next!.”  How about a light switch that is wireless, surface mounted and battery free.  No more need to route boxes for the switches, no more drilling for switch legs.  Just get the power to the light fixture (the easy part) and control it with a light switch by Less Wire.  Check out their web site at logswitch.com/log-home-help.html.
· What is a hybrid home?:  You may read this term in magazines today.  No, it is not a combination gas and electric home!  It means a combination of stick built construction with timber or log accents.  Usually there is a combination of log siding (exterior and/or interior) with rock or other natural components.  If for some reason you can’t build a full log home, consider a hybrid.  The GLH Therma-Log system can be combined with rock or other materials to design a hybrid that is just right for you!
· How do you hide that ugly television set?: With the flat screens available today, we now have a lot of options!  Paintings, mirrors or entertainment cabinets are the most popular.  How about a painting on a canvas that rolls up when you want to watch television?
· Would you like to read back issues of the Oak Leaf?  They are all available on our web site at: http://www.oakloghome.com/AboutGastineau/GLHNewsletter.aspx
· Looking for rustic light fixtures or accent pieces or pillows or light switch covers or…:  Check out www.thecabinshop.com.  They have everything from furniture to recipe holders.  And free shipping for all orders over $99.  I saw some great Christmas ideas!

· GLH Holiday Schedule:  Our model home center on I 70 will be closed Sunday December 23 through Tuesday December 25th then at 2:00 on Monday December 31st through January 1st.  Our headquarters in New Bloomfield will be closed December 22 through Tuesday December 25th and then December 29th through January 1st.  Our model home center will be open the weekend of December 29 and 30th.

· Answer to the Trivia Question: In a river in Missouri!  It was approximately 1400 years old!

Quote(s) of the Month:  “A true friend never gets in your way unless you happen to be going down.” – Arnold H. Glasow
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