The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the December 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: To what century can we trace the origin of the Christmas tree?  (You can find the answer at the end.)
Log Cabin 2 Go Model Available:  The new model has arrived at the model home center on I 70 in Missouri.  It is a Weekend Memory with a porch and a loft.  If you you not seen a Log Cabin 2 Go, come by and check it out!  It is perfect for a weekend get away or hunting cabin or for commercial uses such as resorts, bed and breakfasts, etc.     
Caroline Model Home Update:  The tongue and groove ceiling and drywall has been installed as well as the exterior railings.   The kitchen cabinets should be installed before Christmas.  
2005 Price increase for custom and standard plans:  There has been a dramatic increase in some materials during 2004.  If you plan to build in 2005, we recommend that you sign a purchase agreement prior to December 31, 2004.  This will hold your price for delivery anytime in 2005.  Call your dealer or customer assistant for more information.

Question from a customer:

Q: Are pocket doors available in Gastineau Log Home packages?

A: Yes, we provide lots of pocket doors.  They are a very good design tool to use when you are limited in space.  For example, if you have a walk in closet, you can use a pocket door so you don’t have the door swinging into your closet.  Remember that the door is going to slide back in to the wall for approximately 3 ft so you have to design them around any plumbing pipes or heating vents that may be needed inside the wall.
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Upcoming Christmas Open Houses: There are three Christmas Open Houses featuring Gastineau Log Homes in December. 

First, is the Van Roekel home in Harvey, Iowa on Sat, Dec 4 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   Call 641-628-9310 or email loghead@iowatelecom.net for directions.

Next is the Critchlow/Laux home in Divide, Colorado.  Their home is part of a Parade of Homes to benefit the local art league.  The Open House is Saturday from 10:00 to 4:00 and Sunday from 12:00 to 4:00..

The third open house is the home of Don and Fran Whitehead in Wellsville, MO.  This open house is from 1:00 to 4:00 on Sunday, December 5th.  Call 573-684-2610 for directions. 

Log Stack at New Iowa Model Home:  On Saturday, December 4th, there will also be a “Log Stack” on I 80 in central Iowa at Exit 64 between Des Moines and Omaha.  Come watch the logs being put up at this new model home from 9:00 to 3:00.  If you cannot make it Saturday, stop in any time to see the progress.  This model home will be the office of I-80 Oak Log Homes, an authorized dealer for Gastineau Log Homes.  Their phone number is 712-762-4631
Cost Saving Design Tip: If you want natural light in a closet but don’t want to give up storage space for a window, use one of the new “tubes” that mount on your roof and run light into your ceiling.  They are inexpensive, don’t require a very large hole in your roof, and will provide natural light anywhere you wish.  
Xmas shut down at Gastineau Log Homes:  Our shipping and administrative offices will close on December 23rd at 5:00 and will not reopen until Monday, January 3rd at 8:00.  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri close at noon on December 24, 2004 and reopen on Monday morning, December 27th.  The model home center will be open the week between Christmas and New Years.  It will close at noon on December 31 and reopen on Sunday, January 2nd at noon. 
Answer to the Trivia Question: In the 7th century, a monk from Crediton, Devonshire, went to Germany to teach the Word of God.  He did many good works there, and spent much time in Thuringia, an area which was to become the cradle of the Christmas Decoration Industry.

Legend has it that he used the triangular shape of the Fir Tree to describe the Holy Trinity of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The converted people began to revere the Fir tree as God’s Tree, as they had previously revered the Oak.  By the 12th century, it was being hung, upside-down, from ceilings at Christmastime in Central Europe, as a symbol of Christianity.
Quote of the Month: “Have nothing in your houses that you do not know to be useful or believe to be beautiful.”  - William Morris (1834-1896) Craftsman and designer
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