The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the January 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.

Happy New Year from all of us at Gastineau Log Homes!

Trivia Question: (The answer is at the end.)  A hockey-puck size disk was found in a medieval dig on Wolin, a Baltic island off western Poland. The disk is thought to be a sun compass used by the Vikings.  The disk was made of what material?

· Introducing…. Gastineau’s “Solar Forced Air Drying Process.”  Gastineau Log Homes is taking the term “All Natural” one step further. We have exercised our technical capabilities and forward thinking to go back to nature! While others are utilizing and consuming fossil fuels and large amounts of energy to dry logs and lumber, we have developed a system that uses the energy of the sun and wind to dry our logs with the savings passed on to our customers.  As an added benefit, this natural process is better for the wood as it does not require excessively high temperatures that can damage the wood during drying like traditional kilns.

· Our buildings are complete with concrete floors, mechanically operated baffles, solar collecting panels, circulating fans, wind powered turbine exhaust fans, and automatic relative humidity and moisture content detection devices. 
· The SFA system works as follows: In order to reduce the drying time we will use the energy of the sun to heat steel collector panels inside the sheds through a transparent roof. The circulating fans will move the air over these collectors raising its temperature and forcing it between and around the green timbers. The warmer air will collect the moisture from the timbers raising the humidity in the sheds. Once the humidity reaches the prescribed level for optimum drying rate, a signal is generated by the humidity detection device. At this point the baffles and gates are moved to the exhaust positions and allow the direction of the air to be reversed and exhausted through the turbine fans. The moisture content detection devices will provide a continuous reading of the percentage of moisture in the timbers, to a remote location outside the drying sheds.

· These buildings are part of a comprehensive product improvement project under way that will catapult Gastineau’s System and log quality even further ahead of all others in the new year and beyond.

· The roof is on the Caroline Model Home:  Our 3rd model home at our I-70 model home center now has the felt paper on the roof and the metal roof will be installed soon.  This model is one of our Anniversary plans.  Check all of them out on our web site www.oakloghome.com or e-mail us for a brochure. 

· Electrical Tip:  When you are planning your electrical needs, don’t forget telephone (voice, fax and internet) and cable television wiring.   To do this, you must decide where you will need these connections based on your furniture layout in your rooms.  

· Log Home for Sale in North Carolina mountains:  There is a 3800 square foot Gastineau log home for sale in western North Carolina.  If you are looking for a home in the mountains, ready to move in to, call 800-654-9253 for more information.

· Building a log home is a process:  If you are wanting to build a log home, you should realize that it is a process that requires certain steps.  Planning the home is as important as the actual construction.  Do not shortcut this step!  Decide when you want to move into your home and develop a timetable working back.    

· Here are the steps you will need to take.  The order can vary somewhat, but this is typically how it happens.

1. Prequalify for your loan to determine how much you can spend on your new home.  You can do this at no charge through M & T Mortgage by phone or on the internet.

2. Choose your log home package provider (manufacturer)

3. Begin looking for your land

4. Choose the design of your home, either a standard plan or a custom design. 

5. Place an order for your package so you can obtain and/or have blueprints drawn

6. Obtain your land if you have not already done so

7. Choose your builder

8. Obtain your financing which includes an appraisal

9. Obtain your builders risk insurance

10. Start construction

· Note:  Some people choose to have preliminary blueprints drawn as part of Step #4 above.  This requires a minimal fee that is credited toward the kit purchase.  This is recommended if you are building a custom home.

· Lock in your delivery date for 2004:  Your delivery date is set when you sign a purchase agreement for your kit.  This time of year the calendar begins to fill up.  It is important that you begin the process by locking in your delivery date.  

· Change in Hours of Model Home Center in Missouri:  The I 70 Model Home Center is now open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Saturday.  Sunday hours are 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM.

· Log Home Shows in January and February:  GLH will have booths at the following shows.  For information on the locations and times, please call 800-654-9253.  Visit our booth and talk to our staff at one of these shows!

· January 16 – 18, 2004:  Atlanta, GA

· February 3 – 8, 2004:  St. Louis, MO  Boat & Sports Show

· February 18 – 22, 2004:  Des Moines, IA Sports Show

· February 27 - 29, 2004:  Orlando, FL

Answer to the Trivia Question:  Oak!

Quote of the Month:  “An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in.  A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.” – Bill Vaughan
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