The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the January 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: In 1989, what tree was deliberately vandalized with massive amounts of poison. As the tree slipped into critical condition, a blank check was written by Texas industrialist Ross Perot and experts were summoned. As the world watched, intensive care was administered in a desperate battle to save the tree. The efforts to save the tree were successful and today about 35% of the tree remains.
Oak log home going to the Netherlands: We will have another Oak log home going to the Netherlands this spring.  There is something very special about the family history of this new Gastineau Log Homeowner, however.  A species of Oak tree was named after the Kroezen family centuries ago.  These special Oaks were planted at crossings to be used for giving directions.  Mr. Kroezen sent me the photo of an Oak tree over 1000 years old that was used to direct people to their family farm.  Now he will have a solid Oak home of his own in the Netherlands.  We are thrilled to be part of this project.
New Dream Catcher pages available: We have made many changes since the last printing of our Dream Catcher.  If you purchased a Dream Catcher and would like to receive the new pages, please reply back with “Dream Catcher” in the subject PLUS please send your name and mailing address in case we do not have the correct address.

NAHB International Builders Show: If you are in the construction business, you should go to this show Jan 13 – 16, 2005 in Orlando, FL.  We will be participating in the Building Systems Council booth at the show (Log Home Council.) Attendance is for professional builders and developers only.

Question from a customer:

Q: How can I save money on the construction of my new log home?

A: I recently read an excellent article on this subject in the January issue of Log Home Living  magazine.  The article, written by Charles Bevier can be found on page 96.  To summarize, I will list his suggestions.  1)  Reduce the square footage of your home.  2)  Choose one of the log home producer’s stock plans.  3)  Decrease the number of logs you use.  4)  Create a simple roof system.  5)  Use drywall inside.  (In areas that don’t have as much traffic.)  6)  Build a modest kitchen.  (You can upgrade later!)  7)  Buy low-cost cabinets.  8)  Scale back your bathroom’s amenities.  (Again, you can upgrade later.)  9)  Avoid change orders.  
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Cost Saving Design Tip: If you really, really want granite countertops but your budget cannot take the expense, consider using granite only in a place that really “shows” like a large island.  Then use a less expensive material on the rest of the countertops.  (Color coordinated, of course.)  
Answer to the Trivia Question: “The Treaty Oak is a living symbol of history (in Austin, Texas.) For five centuries it has survived searing summers, dusty droughts and whistling winds, and has drawn it sustenance from the very depths of Texas soil. It is the last survivor of a grove of fourteen trees known to local Indians as the Council Oaks. The original inhabitants of the area regarded it as a Tree-God. It was a temple of worship for the Commanches and Tonkowas. In the shade of the oak's wide spreading branches, the Native Americans would meet to dance the war dances, smoke the peace pipe, and celebrate feasts and religious ceremonies. Myths and magic surrounded the tree. Tejas Indians believed that a brew from the acorns mixed with wild honey brought back from battle the lovers to maidens who drank the potion.”

From the website:www.ci.austin.tx.us/treatyoak/hist1.htm

TREATY OAK'S IMPORTANCE FOR TODAY - With all of its worldwide fame, the Treaty Oak has truly become a symbol of our time. It is a symbol of nature versus our modern technology. It is a symbol of our compassion and concern. And it is a symbol of strength and permanence in an age of increasing vulnerability and change. The Treaty Oak is Austin's own nearly immortal hero who will continue to give its gifts to the community long after it is gone. It will give the gift of trees - trees planted in its memory purchased with funds raised from the sale of objects and items made from trimmed Treaty Oak wood - wood from limbs that have shaded Texans for 500 years.
Quote of the Month: “Some days there won’t be a song in your heart.  Sing anyway.”  - Emory Austin
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