The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the February 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: It is impossible to lick your elbow.

Note to all you NASCAR fans: A lot of the us at Gastineau Log Homes are racing fans as well as log home fans!  With this being the February newsletter, and the beginning of the 2006 NASCAR season with the Daytona 500, we would like to wish our best and good luck to Carl Edwards.  Even if you don’t follow NASCAR, you have probably seen a cover photo or ESPN shot of Carl performing his famous back flip off the back of his car after a win.  Carl finished 3rd in the 2005 season, which was his first full season.  Carl is from Columbia, MO and started racing at our local dirt track, about 4 miles from our office.  We have watched Carl do that back flip since he was 16 years old and several of us have known him since that time.  Good luck to Carl!!  The Gastineau Log Homes team is cheering for you and we know you are going all the way in 2006!!  

New Gastineau Log Homes Construction DVD: To compliment our exceptional Construction Manual, we are producing a two-hour construction DVD.  Based on the format of the hands-on portion of the construction seminar that is held throughout the year, the DVD will bring the seminar to your living room!  The DVD will be given to participants of the seminar as well as all Gastineau customers and log home builders.  Available summer 2006.

Leasing now available for Log Cabins 2 Go: If you are thinking about using these wonderful full log park models for rentals, as an office, or any other commercial application, consider a lease rather than a purchase!  We can now offer leasing through a national, reputable leasing company with very attractive terms and rates.  There are significant tax advantages to leasing. Call for more information.

Home Shows, Log Raisings and Open Houses: The Spring Home Show is upon us and we will be there… from coast to coast!  Call for locations, times, etc.  Lynn Gastineau or Tom Kupferer will be seminar speakers at many of these shows.

February 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Sacramento, California

February 15 – 19 Home and Garden Show featuring a Log Cabin 2 Go in Des Moines, Iowa at the Iowa Events Center

February 17 – 19 Log Home Show in Dallas, Texas

February 24 – 26 Log Home Show in Manchester, New Hampshire

March 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Baltimore, MD

March 10 – 12 Log Home Show in Las Vegas, Nevada

March 17 – 19 Log Home Show in Orlando, Florida

March 24 – 26 Log Home Show in Fayetteville, AR  (NOTE: moved from Rogers, AR previously scheduled for March 10 – 12)

March 31 – April 2 Log Home Show in Louisville, KY

March 31 – April 2 Home Show in Anchorage, Alaska

April 6 – 9 Home Show in Anchorage, Alaska

Construction Seminars: The consumer builder seminars in 2006 will be held on March 3/4, May 5/6, June 23/24, August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on February 24/25, July 14/15 and December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information.

Quaker Windows now offered for Back 2 Basic packages: In the past, our Back to Basic packages have included a primed Hurd wood window.  In 2006, these cost effective packages will include Quaker wood windows with an exterior aluminum cladding.  This will eliminate the need for exterior painting as well as being easier to install on site.  Also, the new 2006 Back to Basic brochure is now available.  Call or email to receive a copy.

Meagan’s Design Tip: Future log home owners should think about where the they are going to place their furniture, i.e. windows in the bedrooms in relationship to where the bed and a night stand(s) will be located so that the window(s) won't be blocked.  Another example is an open great room with a lot of windows… where do you put an entertainment center or television.   

Answer to the Trivia Question: No answer.  Just try it.  (If you haven’t already as about 80% of you will have already tried!)

Quote of the Month: “He was a bold man who first ate an oyster.” – Jonathan Swift
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 

