The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the February 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: “When an acorn drops on the ground, what are the chances of it becoming a tree?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Who would build a new home in today’s housing market?  YOU SHOULD!  If you are planning to build, now is the best time in the past five years to build a new home.  Why?  First, because there are more builders and subcontractors available.  You can even get an appraisal quicker! Second, interest rates are extremely low.  Third, building materials have not gone up at the rate of the past.  Fourth, if you don’t have your land you might be able to find property at a lower cost.  History has proven that your home is going to appreciate in the future and is the best investment you can make.  Don’t listen to what you are hearing on the news.  It is a Buyers Market right now.  Take advantage of it!

New for 2008  GLH Building Smart Seminar One DayProgram    

New for 2008 is our One Day GLH Building Smart Seminar.  The first seminar of the New Year will be held Saturday March 1st.  8:00am – 5:00pm  We know that people who are planning to buy and build a log home like to do their research before they make a purchasing decision. An educated buyer is our most satisfied buyer so we have offered educational seminars for builders and buyers for many years. The seminar basically covers, “Everything you need to know about buying and building a Gastineau Log Home.” The seminar is valuable whether you are just beginning to learn about log homes or you are getting ready to make a purchasing decision. 

The cost of the seminar is $50 for one person and $25 for each additional person. The fee includes a continental breakfast, lunch and all materials.

More information on the seminar can be found on our web site www.oakloghome.com or by calling 800-654-9253. Class size is limited. Call early to reserve your space.

What are the two biggest mistakes made by people when building a log home?: I was asked this question last week at the York, PA log home show and it made me stop and think.  My answer was probably not what you would expect.  The first mistake is not allowing enough time during the design stage to really study your plans, particularly in a custom design.  Folks typically rush this part of the process and end up paying for it later in changes or not be satisfied with some part of the home.  The second mistake I see folks make is poor communication with builders and subcontractors.  You should make it very clear  up front what you expect and if you are not happy with how something is going you should speak up immediately.  Don’t wait two months to bring up something you felt was not done correctly.
Why don’t magazine answer the hard questions?  Have you ever noticed in the magazines that if the question is asked “What is the best wood species?” they give a vague, unresponsive answer.  (Reminds me of the candidates you hear on television these days!)  Do you know why?  It is because most of the companies that buy advertising in the magazines only offer Pine logs.  There are very few manufacturers of other wood species so the magazines cannot say something that is going to offend the majority of their advertisers.  Remember, magazines are a business, not a public service entity.  Also, many of the writers are free lance and not log home specialists.  Many times I see things in print in a log home magazine that I know are not correct.

New website for GLH Scandinavian dealer:  Please check out www.feti.is.  Helps if you speak Icelandic! 

Saving money on appliances:  Check out the “clearance” aisle of your local Lowe’s or Home Depot.  You will find floor samples, discontinued models and slightly damaged or returned appliances for up to 50% off of their normal retail. Use the time while you are building your home to keep checking back as they usually add new items each week.
Another way to save money in your kitchen:  Having an efficient work triangle designed is more important than the size of your kitchen.  The cost of your cabinets and countertops will be much less in a smaller space.  Plus, you will have less to clean!
Upcoming Log and Home Shows where you can see GLH:

Indianapolis Home Show
-  January 25 – Feb3

York, PA
-  January 26 – 27

Sacramento, CA  -  February 1 – 3

Orlando, FL - March 7 – 9

Indianapolis, IN -  March 14 – 16

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:

March 1, 2008

April 12, 2008

May 3, 2008

June 21, 2008

July 11, 2008

August 9, 2008

September 27, 2008

November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Upcoming Log Raisings:


Branson/Table Rock Lake, MO

Saturday, April 19th 



Would you like to read back issues of the Oak Leaf?  They are all available on our web site at: http://www.oakloghome.com/AboutGastineau/GLHNewsletter.aspx
Answer to the Trivia Question: The chances are very slim – less than 1/10,000.  That means for every 10,000 acorns, only one will become a tree.  (So every log in your Oak log home is a one in ten thousand tree!)

Quote(s) of the Month:  “The pessimist see difficulty in every opportunity.  The optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty."—Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)

[image: image1.png]



