The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the February 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What county in the United States had the highest percentage of housing unit growth from April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2003 according to the U.S. Census?
Come see us at a log home show!  Gastineau Log Homes will be attending several shows in the near future.  They are:


Louisville, KY


Feb 25, 26 and 27


Knoxville, TN


March 4, 5 and 6


Colorado Springs, CO

March 18, 19 and 20


Arlington, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth)
April 8, 9 and 10th
We also have dealers that will be attending shows in:


Omaha, NE


Feb 10, 11, 12 and 13


Des Moines, IA


Feb 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20


Oklahoma City, OK

March 4, 5 and 6


Stillwater, OK


March 30, 31, April 1, 2, and 3

If you would like information on locations or times, just give us a call at 800-654-9253.
Are you a Pre-Boomer, an Early Boomer or just a Plain Boomer?: What is a baby boomer?  If you were born between the years of 1946 and 1964 you are a Baby Boomer.  There are 83 million Boomers in the U.S.  “Pre-Boomers” were born between 1936 and 1945, with the median born in 1940 and is 65 years old.  “Early Boomers” were born between 1946 and 1955, with the median person born in 1950 and is 55 years old.  Which leaves just plain “Boomers” who were born between 1955 and 1964.  More US residents were born between the ages of 1955 and 1965 than at any other time, with the peak in 1961.  
1) So what if I am? You may be interested to know that in a recent study by Dell Webb, they found that 36% of the people who will be “empty nesters” plan to build a new home when their nest is empty.  Why build a new home?

2) "Two-thirds of the nation's housing stock was built before 1980. Boomers don't want these houses. Many Boomers are sitting in a big house with lots of equity they can use for retirement." - Chicago Tribune, May 21, 2004

3) homes available for sale are not designed to fit Boomers’ needs
4) Boomers’ will want to customize their home to their tastes
5) Boomers’ are looking for a home that reflects their life now and into the future
Is a log home the answer?  For many people, the answer is yes.  With a log home you can design a home “just for you” with the assurance of proper design and engineering.  You can build it where you want, from the Colorado Rockies to the town you grew up in, to the Lake just a few hours from your children and grandchildren.  And you have a home that is built from natural materials that give a feeling of comfort and home and family.  If you are a Boomer of any type, build a log home for yourself.
Question from a customer:

Q:  Do your plans meet the new International Residential Code?

A: Our standard plans are currently being adapted to the new code requirements.  The changes are very minor other than the stair geometry and window egress on the first floor.  Some jurisdictions are not adopting the stair geometry and/or egress requirements, however.  Therefore, this information has to be verified with each customer based on their code requirements.
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Cost Saving Design Tip: Last month I discussed using granite countertops on an island to save money.  Another alternative is some of the new solid surfaces that are not granite but certainly do “look” like granite.  We are having a beautiful countertop installed by Lowe’s in our new Caroline display home that is very beautiful but much less expensive than solid granite.  

Answer to the Trivia Question: Lincoln County, South Dakota with 31.4% growth!  Bet you thought it would be Las Vegas, or Atlanta or Dallas….

Quote of the Month: “When you feel a little nutty, remember: The mighty Oak was just a little nut that stood its ground.”  - Anonymous
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 
