The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the February 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  What is the oldest continuously run professional football franchise in the nation? (The answer is at the end.)

My recent visit to an almost finished GLH home in Utah:  A couple of weeks ago I had to speak in Vegas for the International Builders Show of the National Association of Home Builders.  I took a day to go to the site of one of our homes in southern Utah that is nearing completion.  The owners live in Las Vegas where he works for Southwest Gas and is highly involved in a natural gas or propane heat pump HAVC system they are introducing to market this year.  The home, which is set in the mountains about 2 ½ hours north of Vegas, will be a vacation home for a few years until they retire to live there full time.  It was such a wonderful experience to see this gorgeous home that they had been planning with us since July of 2006.  From the way the home was designed perfectly for the site to the solar hot water radiant heat system they used, it made me so very proud of the homes that we have the opportunity to provide for people. Thank you so much to Cynthia for a wonderful day and sharing your home with me.  

So, according to the media nobody is getting mortgages, right? 

Maybe that is not quite so.  According to Bank of America, they provided over 250,000 home loans in the third quarter of 2008 alone.  

Introduction to Log Home Construction Class for Builders: The Log Home Council has a 4 hour class available for home builders associations or other home builder groups on the basics of log home construction and how to integrate it into your existing construction business.  If you know of a group that would be interesting in sponsoring this class, contact Tony Gacek at the Log Home Council at 202-266-8357 or Lynn Gastineau at GLH.

How much does a log home cost per square foot?  We get that question all the time, and it is the hardest to answer.  Why?  Because the prospective homeowner is the one in control of the cost!  The design that you choose, the site, the amenities, the finishes, the amount of porch and deck and even the number of bathrooms all impacts this number.  
Safety during construction:  Kwikset has a keyless electronic deadbolt called SmartCode.  It allows you to create a temporary access code for workers to let them into your home for a short period of time.  Easy to install, it fits a standard door and does not require any hardwiring.  It uses four AA batteries and comes in three finishes.  Sounds handy!

Lockable medicine cabinet:  Nutone now has a collection of medicine cabinets that can be locked to limit access to valuables or prescription medicines.  Part of the Hampton Series, the units fit into a 2 X 4 wall with a 14” wide opening.

New GLH Dealers in Indiana and Wyoming:  Paul Horst and Jackie Kooiman, owners of First Choice Oak Log Homes, will be dealers in northern IN and IL.  Contact them at 219-746-6472.  Bob and Deborah Brackett will cover the eastern half of WY and will be building their model home in Lusk, WY.  

Looking for land to build on?  Check out www.landsofamerica.com  They have rural land listed located throughout the U.S.

Concerned about maintenance for a log home?  You may have heard that log homes are difficult to maintain and you may have heard that they are a piece of cake.  Comparing cost and effort to conventional homes, the truth lies somewhere between.  For the most part the maintenance is identical, such as gutters, windows, roof, etc.  The difference is the log walls themselves.  For the exterior, if you maintain a fairly simple maintenance program, you can keep your house looking great.  The real time and money saver in maintenance for a log home is the interior.  The repainting needed for drywall is eliminated with the log walls.  Look into the Sashco Start Right Program to keep you on track with the exterior maintenance.  It is available through GLH and can be added to your package cost.  For more information, visit http://www.sashco.com/Log/Default.aspx and click on the Start Right logo.  Or call Karen LaClair at Sashco at 800-767-5656 Ext 167.
Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Home Shows or Home Shows:

Indianapolis, IN - Jan 30 – Feb 8

Des Moines, IA
- Feb 12 – 15

Chicago - Lake Home & Cabin Show - March 6 – 8

Upcoming Open Houses:
Dreaming Sweethearts Open House -
Pennsylvania Oak Log Homes, Feb 14 - 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM - Call 610-790-7479 for details
February 22 - Jim & Tami Russman - Open House - 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Russman's Oak Log Homes - Call 402-525-6926 for details
Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:

March 7, 2009
April 18, 2009
May 2, 2009

See our web site for a complete 2009 schedule

Answer to the Trivia Question: The Cardinals!  Started in 1898 as the Morgan Athletic Club, they have also been known as the Normals, Racine Cardinals, Chicago Cardinals, St Louis Cardinals and finally moved to Phoenix in 1994. Also, in 1944, because of World War II, the Cardinals (then based in Chicago) combined with the Pittsburgh Steelers to play as one team.  The team was called Card-Pitt.

Quote of the Month: " When I was younger I could remember anything, whether it happened or not; but I am getting old, and soon I shall remember only the latter.”

- Mark Twain, a Biography (1835 – 1910)
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