The Oak Leaf

· By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

· Welcome to the March 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

· Trivia Question: “Who invented scissors?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Gastineau Log Homes recently announced several major changes to our packages and our product offerings.  Below is an update on what is new for 2008 at Gastineau!  Also, a new 2008 price list can be sent to you upon request.  Just reply back to the Oak Leaf requesting a price list.  Be sure to include your address and where you will be building.

· GLH includes 10 Year Structural Warranty with Packages in 2008!  GLH has joined the Bonded Builders Warranty family to offer their exclusive 10-year structural warranty to all 2008 GLH Deluxe package customers.  This warranty is in addition to the GLH lifetime warranty on our log components.  The structural warranty is passed on to anyone who purchases the home during that 10-year period as well.  Combining the GLH Quality Assurance Visit during construction, the Customer Satisfaction Vist six months after move in, and now the 10 year, third party Structural Warranty, you can see that GLH is committed to the quality of your finished home beyond the sale of the package. For more information on Bonded Builders Warranty, see them at:  www.bondedbuilders.com.  
· Quaker Windows featured in GLH Packages in 2008: GLH is committed to offering the best product for the best price in their log home packages.  For this reason, we will now be offering Quaker windows as our standard window in our log home packages.  Quaker is still a wood window with an aluminum-clad exterior with Low E glass and it will still be delivered to the job site directly from the factory.  Manufactured in Missouri, it is a family owned three-generation company.  We have been offering Quaker windows as an alternative for several years and our customers have been very, very pleased with the windows and the service.  Based on this history, features offered, and the lower price, we have decided to make this our standard window in our packages.  We can provide other brands of windows, but this is the best value for your dollar in our opinion.  Check them out at: www.quakerwindows.com.
· Log Cabin 2 Go park models in 2008:  First, only Oak full log park models will be produced by GLH.  Since we began offering Oak, we have not sold a Pine LC2Go, so we will no longer be offering Pine.  Second, several “options” are now “Standard” in the LC2Go units.  Quaker wood windows will now be standard, replacing the Quaker aluminum windows.  Also, the interior log walls as well as all the other wood finishes will come varnished with a clear polyurethane.  A 100 amp electric service is included in all units for 2008.  The full size 60” tub/shower unit is now standard. The cost of an optional Instant Hot Water heat system has been reduced to $400.  This is a very good investment as it saves on future energy bills plus saves cabinet space in the design.  Also, for 2008 there is a 15’6” tall unit optional.  This is done by increasing the pitch of the roof and provides 18” more headroom in the loft.  The cost of this option is only $1,000 but there are also additional freight costs due to the height.  

· OAK Package: In the past, all GLH packages have included Oak stairs, Oak railings, Oak interior window trim and interior door trim and Oak settling space trim in frame walls.  Most log home companies do not include this trim in their package or they include very low quality, inexpensive trim material.  For this reason, in 2008 GLH has removed these items from the standard package and made these items an option to the standard package.  Named the Oak Accent Kit (OAK), it is shown separately on the 2008 price list.   We anticipate that most people will choose to purchase these items for their home. 
· March home of the Month:  David and Melissa Hill’s home in Nashville, AR is featured on our web site as the March Home Plan of the Month.  David and Melissa are GLH dealers plus their home was recently photographed for an upcoming feature story in Country’s Best Log Homes.  Check out their plans on www.oakloghome.com.
· Why build a new home vs buy an existing home?:  There are a lot of reasons that a new home is a better value than buying a previously owned home.  Some of these are:
1) Quality of new construction.  A home today is better built because we know better construction methods.  Also the building codes today are much more stringent and better suited to withstand tornados, hurricanes, snow loads, etc.  

2) Modern floor plans.  The design of homes today meets the needs of today.  An example is having the master suite on the main floor.  This is preferred by 80% of the log homebuyers today but probably on 20% of the log homebuyers twenty years ago.

3) New warranties:  All new products come with a warranty.  Older homes have to have new furnaces, new roofs, new water heaters, etc.  

4) New technology.  From satellite wiring to more energy efficient appliances, a new home can incorporate in and design for today’s lifestyle and amenities.  

5) The ability to choose colors and options.  At a recent construction seminar, I overheard a husband and wife discussing where they want drywall and where they want wood wall coverings.  I told them, “That is why you are building a custom home.  You get to build it just the way you want it.”  

6) Free from the history of the homes past owners.  With a new home you don’t have to worry about allergies from past owners pets or habits.  

Upcoming Log and Home Shows where you can see GLH:


Orlando, FL



March 7 – 9


Indianapolis, IN


March 14 – 16

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


April 12, 2008


May 3, 2008


June 21, 2008


July 11, 2008


August 9, 2008


September 27, 2008


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Upcoming Log Raisings:


Branson/Table Rock Lake, MO

Saturday, April 19th 



· Answer to the Trivia Question: Leonardo Da Vinci

· Quote(s) of the Month:  “The pessimist see difficulty in every opportunity.  The optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty."—Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)
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