The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the March 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.

Trivia Question: (The answer is at the end.)  In which state in the U.S. can you find the most varieties of Oak trees?

Show in Wichita, KS in March:  GLH will be at the Wichita, KS Remodeling and Log Home Show Wednesday March 18th to Saturday March 20. The show will be at the Century II Convention Center.  Note that this show is not open on Sunday. For hours or free admission passes, call 800-654-9253.

Show in Springfield, MO in April:  The Ozark Empire Fair will be the site of a Log Home Show from Friday, April 2nd through Sunday April 4th.  The Fairgrounds is located just off I44 on MO Hwy 13.  Sorry… no free passes available.

New GLH dealers:  Two new dealers have joined the GLH team.  They are:


Ken Rayburn, Rayburn Construction in Apple Valley, CA.  His territory covers San Bernadino, Los Angeles, Venture and Riverside counties in California.


Tina and Kent Russell of Winona, MN.  Their territory includes Winona, Fillmore and Lacross counties.

We apologize… if you sent us an email responding to the Oak Leaf and it was not answered promptly.  We discovered that our computer was “burying” some of the responses in the hard drive.  We found over 500 messages dating back to October 2003.  Technology can be a blessing and a curse!  Again, we apologize.  

Design tip:  If you are designing a custom home, it is very easy for the home to “grow” to a size that can stretch your budget.  Before you start designing, make a list of the “must have’s” and the “wants.”  Make the “must have’s” the integral part of your design and fill in with the “wants”.   

Finding an appraiser:  If you are planning on borrowing money to build your log home, your lender will require that an appraisal is done on the log home to determine its market value.  We receive a lot of calls from people wanting to know how to find an appraiser that knows how to appraise log homes.  

First, you should understand that the value of your home is very dependent on the location.  The appeal of the property as well as the value of other homes in the area will impact the appraisal value of your finished home.

Second, ask local realtors and lenders for recommendations of appraisers in your area.  Your log home company may not be familiar with appraisers in your area.  Log home financing companies are very adept at finding good appraisers.

Third, you should interview the appraiser prior to hiring him to perform the appraisal.  Find out what experience he has in appraising log homes and how long it has been since he did a log home appraisal.  Find out his opinion of log homes.  Find out his qualifications.  Ask if he uses the Marshall & Swift Residential Cost Handbook with the companion book, The Log Home Appraisal Training Guide.  

Fourth, assemble cost information that you can provide the appraiser so he has a better understanding of your cost of construction.  A good list of these documents is included on page 28 of the May 2004 issue of Country’s Best Log Homes.  You may also want to check out the ad on page 29…

Why do we ask you about your budget? Your discussion with a GLH representative may have included a question about your “budget.”  Our definition of budget is the dollar amount that you choose to invest in your new home. As a professional, it is part of our service to help you design and build a log home that will fit within the budget you establish.  The information about your budget helps us help you.  

Information on log home maintenance.  For many years, we have included several products manufactured by Sashco, Inc. in our log home packages.  They have a very good web site that has lots of information on maintenance of log structures.  Check out their web site at www.sashco.com.

Upcoming building seminar:  There will be a construction seminar on the 26th and 27th of March here in New Bloomfield, MO.  There is a seminar each month until October except for May and September.

Answer to the Trivia Question: Missouri!

Quote of the Month:  “Never regret.  If it’s good, it’s wonderful.  If it’s bad, it’s experience.” – Victoria Holt - Novelist
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