The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the April 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.
Trivia Question: In what state were the most log homes built in 2003? 
Come see us at a log home show!  Gastineau Log Homes will be at a log home show in Arlington, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth) April 8, 9 and 10th  We will also be at a log home show in Detroit, MI on April 29, 30 and May 1st in the Silverdome.

We also have dealers that will be attending shows in:
Stillwater, OK


March 30, 31, April 1, 2, and 3

Anchorage, AK


April 1, 2, and 3

Minneapolis, MN

April 8, 9 and 10

Minneapolis, MN

April 29, 30 and May 1

GLH dealer, Jeff Seward, is having an open house in Aberdeen, S.D.  He has recently completed an expanded Caroline model with an attached garage on a lake front lot.  This new log home is for sale. The dates are April 2 - 1:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon and 7:00 -9:00in the evening and April 3 – 1:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon.  Call Jeff at 605-380-8005 for directions.

If you would like information on locations or times, just give us a call at 800-654-9253.

Log Home Council teams with Oakridge National Laboratories to show energy efficiency of log homes. 

At a recent Log Home Council meeting, preliminary approval was given by the LHC members present to proceed with a very exciting energy study.   Funded by the Log Home Council members, this testing will be done by the prestigious Oak Ridge National Laboratories.  Thermal mass benefits have been proven in previous studies.  However, with the equipment available today, Oak Ridge scientists will be able to conclusively prove what all log home owners already know: a log home is easier to heat and cool than a conventionally framed home.  This test will require approximately 24 months of effort by the LHC and Oakridge to complete.

Gastineau Log Home magazine feature story: 

The recently published Country's Best issue “Floor Plan and Design Guide” has featured a GLH log home from Divide, CO on page 122.  Also check out our new full page color ad on page 39.

Question from a customer:
Q:  Here's a question:  “The only design we seem to be able to come up with that satisfies our needs will have a roof that spans 40 feet from wall to wall with 6 foot eaves on the out side.  In our area a 1 to 1, or 12 in 12, would be required.  Such would result in some rather long roofing joists.  What alternatives are there?  What truss system or design is best and most economical for such an open span?”
A:   Extremely wide structures can be designed with several different roof systems to meet the engineering requirements.  You should be aware that these types of roof systems will cost more per square foot than other, more narrow designs.  One solution may be a roof design as simple as a laminated ridge beam with TJI rafters of sufficient depth.  Another solution could be the use of log trusses to support the joints of purlins with are supporting the joints of rafters.  Another solution would be an engineered insulated panel roof system with several choices of supports.  This question is an example of why you should ask if your log home supplier has an engineer on staff to ensure proper design.  Gastineau Log Homes is one of the few companies in the log home industry to have a structural and civil engineer on staff.
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Heartwood and Sapwood:  The sapwood of a wood species has very, very different qualities from the heartwood.  In every wood species, the heartwood is the “best” part of the tree.  When looking at the logs provided by different log home companies, look at the end of the log to see if the sapwood has been removed.  (You can tell by the color difference with the heartwood being darker.)  If there is sapwood on the outside of the log, the quality of the wood is probably not what you are expecting from that wood species.  Don’t pay the price for heartwood when you are getting mostly sapwood.
Construction Seminars: We have construction seminars coming up in May, June, August and October.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee.
Answer to the Trivia Question: According to the 2004 Log Home Production & Construction Report representative of 2003 results conducted by the Log Home Living Institute, Pennsylvania was the biggest log home construction state in 2003.

Quote of the Month: “The biggest liar in the world is: “They Say.” – Douglas Malloch (1877-1938)

(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 
