The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the April 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What state has the highest percentage of people that walk to work?

Why was log grading developed?: Before 1977, the building codes were written for conventionally framed homes.  There were no grading or design standards for log structures.  To ensure that log buildings were properly engineered, all manufacturers, architects, engineers, contractors and building officials needed consistent and proven fundamental structural grading and design criteria.  This would allow manufacturers and builders of log homes the ability to satisfy both the building officials and the homeowner as to the structural integrity of the building.

What is the purpose of log grading?: The purpose of visual stress grading of house logs is to provide designers of log homes the allowable stress values they require to build a safe and economical structure that meets the requirements of the nation’s building codes.  These stress values, like those used for rectangular lumber, are suitable for further engineering analysis without additional refinement or safety factors.  The grading process also allows the building code official to readily determine that the logs have been certified through the use of grade stamps on the logs and/or a Certificate of Inspection accompanying the logs.

How were the standard developed?: In 1977, a group of log home manufacturing companies formed the Log Homes Council, a member of the Building Systems Council of the National Association of Home Builders.  A multiyear effort between the LHC and the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) was required to develop a standard for grading and assigning strength values to logs and timbers.  The structural suitability of logs and timbers for use in log homes is officially known as ASTM Standard D3957-90, Standard Methods for Establishing Stress Grades for Structural Members Used in Log Buildings.  Please note that this is the ONLY standard recognized by building codes.
Are graded logs required? Yes, they are required by two totally different organizations:

1) Graded logs are required by all building codes to receive a building permit for the construction of a log home.

2) An approved log grading program is required for a log home manufacturer to be a member of the Log Homes Council.
Home Shows, Log Raisings and Open Houses: The Spring Home Show is upon us and we will be there… from coast to coast!  Call for locations, times, etc.  Lynn Gastineau or Tom Kupferer will be seminar speakers at many of these shows.

March 31 – April 2 Log Home Show in Louisville, KY

March 31 – April 2 Home Show in Anchorage, Alaska

April 6 – 9 Home Show in Anchorage, Alaska

Construction Seminars: The consumer builder seminars in 2006 will be held on May 5/6, June 23/24, August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on July 14/15 and December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information.

What about builders and general contractors?: 
Who builds your log home should be one of your primary concerns.  While we are not in the business of building our kits, we do help you in what to look for in a builder.  To that end, we maintain an extensive Builder List of individuals and/or companies that have done an acceptable job building our homes in the past.  Builders that perform unsatisfactory work are removed from our list.  Since the builder selection is ultimately up to you, we recommend you check references for these builders or any other builder you may consider.

If you would like to use a local builder that has not built a log home previously, we offer four services free of charge to ensure that the home is properly constructed.


1) GLH Construction Seminars


2) GLH Construction Manual (with DVD in mid-2006)


3) Quality Assurance Visit


4) Toll Free Service number for any questions during construction

Many people choose to have a builder erect the “kit” but act as their own general contractor for the completion of the home.  This allows them to save money by being intricately involved in the details of the construction of the building.  

If you would like to have a “turn key” construction, another option may be a combination of a local general contractor and a builder from the Builder List.  The experienced log builder can erect the logs and/or the kit, while the general contractor coordinates the project and completes the construction after the kit

Answer to the Trivia Question: Alaska.

Quote of the Month: “Your life will be no better than the plans you make and the action you take. You are the architect and builder of your own life, fortune, destiny.” - Alfred A. Montapert
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