The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the April 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: “What kind of tree gets struck by lightning more than any other tree?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Log homes in New York City?  Well, almost.  GLH Dealer Bruce Decker will begin construction in May on a model home center located just outside of New York City.  A “Caroline” plan will be constructed at Exit 118 on Hwy 17 in Middletown, New York in Orange County.  Watch for an upcoming email with the date for a Log Raising in mid-May.  Or just stop in if you are traveling through the area.
How big is a bed? The size of bed you want has great impact on the size of bedroom(s) you need.  Here are typical mattress sizes:  Twin:  38” X 75”  Full (also called a double or standard):  53” X 75”  Queen:  60” X 80”  Eastern King:  76” X 80”  California or Western King:  72” X 84”.  A headboard or footboard can add up to 12” to each end.
Energy Star Rating and Log Homes:  According to the Energy Star program, there are four components that are essential to achieving meaningful energy savings.  These elements are listed below, along with information on how a Gastineau log home meets these standards:

1)  Air Sealing and Insulation:  Most frame homes have enough air “leaks” to equal one window being kept open year-round.  Builders must be diligent about sealing around anything that is installed within the exterior wall cavity or extends through the exterior wall cavity.  Electrical boxes, intersecting frame stud walls, house wrap on all exterior surfaces and doors and windows require special construction methods.  Fiberglass and blown insulation can sag in walls and will deteriorate and lose their insulation value over time.  Log Walls provide a continually insulated wall around the exterior of the home.  This eliminates the concern for electrical boxes and intersecting walls.  A log wall will never lose its natural insulating value and house wrap is not needed.  The installation of doors and windows does not require multiple framing members that allow infiltration between the studs.  And access to any joints is easy to ensure your ability to keep that window airtight over the long term. 

2)  Ducts That Don’t Leak:  Did you know that 20% is the average amount of air that is lost through a home’s air distribution (duct) system due to leaks, hole and poor connections in the system itself?  The construction methods to stop this energy loss are the same for any type of construction.  The type of duct your install is the first step.  Pre-insulated rigid metal ducts and pre-insulated flexible ducts are sealed during production.  During installation, special care should be taken to seal all cracks and penetrations, to apply mastic at all seams and to have the ducts very well insulated to eliminate energy loss during operation.  

3) Advanced Windows:  Energy efficient dual paned windows with low-emissivity (Low E) coatings, insert gas fills, warm-edge spacers and non-thermally conductive frame materials provides and energy efficient opening while still providing the glass desired for dramatic window walls and natural lighting.  Gastineau Log Homes has provided windows with these features in all their standard packages for many years.  You save $25 to $110 per year per window in annual energy cost by using these windows over double paned clear glass windows.

4)  Independent Inspections and Testing:  Products must be tested to receive the Energy Star rating.  You don’t know if it is truly energy efficient unless the product has been tested.  The Energy Star web site provides a complete list of qualified products that you may need in the construction of your new home.   With the Gastineau Log Home construction systems and building materials you can be sure that you have a building system that has proven to be energy efficient over time.  We provide only the highest quality, energy efficient products for your home. 
Vacation in a GLH Oak Log Cabin 2 Go: Check out: http://www.cabinsonthebeach.com  There are 8 Oak Log Cabin 2 Go units available at this beautiful, ocean side RV resort.  Located in Destin, FL, the Camping on the Gulf RV park features 2 swimming pools, fitness room, and activity buildings in addition to the beautiful beach.  Centrally located it is close to all the activities available in beautiful Destin, FL.
April home of the Month:  Go to www.oakloghome.com to the floor plan of the month and see a very unique log home design.  Our Chalet model is not your typical log home plan and is great in any location where you want to capture the view.  
Gastineau Log Homes in the news: 
Bill Kragelund of I 80 Log Homes, the GLH dealer in central Iowa, was interviewed recently.  Read the interview at http://www.kmaland.com and click on Jan’s Corner.

Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log and Home Shows where you can see GLH:


Branson, MO



April 4 – 6


Minneapolis, MN


April 11-13


Harrisburg, PA


   
April 18 – 20

Upcoming Log Raisings:


Martinsville, IN


April 5

Branson, MO



April 19


Middletown, NY


May 3

Upcoming Open Houses:


Albany, KY.  (Dale Hollow Lake)
April 26 - 27

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


April 12, 2008


May 3, 2008


June 21, 2008


July 11, 2008


August 9, 2008


September 27, 2008


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Answer to the Trivia Question: Oaks, because they tend to grow taller than most other trees.

Quote(s) of the Month:  “If you can dream it, you can do it.  Never lose sight of the fact that this whole thing was started by a mouse.” – Walt Disney
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)
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