The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the April 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.

Trivia Question: At what age does an Oak tree begin making acorns?  (The answer is at the end.)  

Show in Detroit, MI in May:  GLH will be at the Detroit, MI Log Home Show Friday May 21st to Sunday May 23rd. For hours or location, call 800-654-9253.

Show in Springfield, MO in April:  The Ozark Empire Fair will be the site of a Log Home Show from Friday, April 2nd through Sunday April 4th.  The Fairgrounds is located just off I44 on MO Hwy 13.  

New GLH dealers:  Two more new dealers have joined the GLH team.  They are:


W. T. “Stu” Stewart of Wichita, KS.  Phone 316-854-0065.  


Bill Krageland of Anita, Iowa.  Phone 712-762-3552.
Why do some people buy a log sided home rather than a full log home? About 20% of our sales each year are Therma Log packages.  This is  2 X 6 conventional frame construction using a 3” X 8” log siding with full log corners for a real “log home” appearance on the exterior.  People choose this package for various reasons.  This most common is that the customer does not want wood interior walls except in the great room or common living areas.  They use a log siding for those rooms but prefer all four walls of the bedroom, bathrooms, etc. to be drywall or a more conventional wall covering.  Another reason may be that they have a conventional builder available that they prefer to use.  The third reason given is that the customer prefers a home that does not require settling details in the construction.  If a full log home is not your choice, consider a Therma-Log kit.    
Design tip:  An inexpensive way of designing a pantry into your kitchen is to use a corner, framed pantry.  The framing, some drywall and a standard door is all that is needed and will cost far less than a pantry from a cabinet manufacturer.  It can be large enough to house your brooms, vacuum cleaners, etc.  See the Seven Gables floor plan for an example.
We heard from a competitor:  A prospect recently told us that a local Pine log home dealer told him, “If Oak is so good, why is Gastineau the only company that makes Oak!”  If you have heard (or thought) this, we want to make sure you understand the correct answer.  

The #1 reason more log home companies do not sell Oak is because Oak logs in their area are too expensive.  In most parts of the nation, Oak is a very expensive wood.  In Missouri, Oak is much more affordable.  Why?  Because we do not have enough timber to support a furniture industry.  Also, the trees that we have available are smaller.  This is perfect for the log home industry but not for other types of timber use.   

The #2 reason more log home companies do not sell Oak is because Oak requires heavy duty, durable manufacturing equipment.  The equipment they have is capable of manufacturing Pine logs but not Oak.  Our equipment can easily manufacture either Oak or Pine.

The #3 reason is that Oak trees are not available in all areas where there are log home manufacturing companies.  There are more Pine forests in the parts of the U.S. where the most log homes are built.  Therefore they use what is more readily available, their local Pine.

At Gastineau Log Homes, we are proud to be able to provide this beautiful wood to the log home buying public.  We ask, if there was only one company providing Oak flooring, would that make Pine flooring better?  If there was only one cabinet company making Oak cabinets, would that mean you shouldn’t buy Oak cabinets?  At Gastineau, we offer you the choice of Pine and Oak.  Don’t be fooled by someone that only has one choice to offer. 
What to look for when picking windows? There are many window manufacturers in the U.S.  What most people don’t know is that a few glass manufacturing companies provide glass to all the window companies.  Window companies do not make glass; they assemble all the pieces and parts into a window.  We feel that the interior wood look is very important to our customers.  Also, the ability of the window sash to tilt for cleaning is important because of the 1 1/2 and 2 story home designs that are so popular for log homes.  A clad exterior is important to minimize maintenance.  A choice of colors for the exterior of the windows can be an important factor, especially if you want a green, brick red, or blue roof color and want your windows to match.  The warranty is very important, of course.  What is not important is how much money the company spends on advertising.  Full-page ads in expensive magazines does not improve the performance of a window.
Landscaping around a log home:  I am a gardening fanatic.  Ask anyone here at GLH!  There are some tips that are very important when planning landscaping around your log home.  First, don’t plant anything too close to your home.  Remember, those little plants will get much larger in just a few years.  You don’t want any plant to touch your logs or to prevent the logs from drying after a rain.  Also, you don’t want to be “watering” your log walls when you are watering your plants.  Secondly, install gutter and splashguards to direct water off your roof away from the house.  Third, don’t allow the dirt from any flowerbed touch the log walls.  Be careful that you don’t add materials (compost, fertilizer, etc) that makes a flowerbed too tall.  

There is nothing as beautiful as a log home surrounded by beautiful trees, shrubs and flowers.  (You can tell Spring is almost here and I am craving dirt under my fingernails!)
Upcoming building seminars: There is a construction seminar each month until October except for May and September.

Answer to the Trivia Question: An Oak tree can begin production of acorns by age 20 but some Oak trees are 50 years old before they produce their first acorns.  A 100-year-old Oak tree will produce approximately 2200 acorns per year.

Quote of the Month:  “If you really want to do something, you’ll find a way; if you don’t you’ll find an excuse.” - Anonymous
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