The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the May 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: “Name six famous people from Missouri?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Building Smart GLH WEBinar Available Free of Charge!: New this year is our Building Smart WEBinars. This On-Line Webinar is not only educational and fun – It’s Free and Easy. Learn about our log homes from the comfort of your home or office. All you need is a phone, a computer and an internet connection. The webinar is conducted via GoToMeetings.com. When you register for a webinar, we provide you with a link and an access code via email. You simply click on the link and type in the access code for the computer link-up and dial in for the conference call. That’s all you need to do. 

The WEBinar is valuable whether you are just beginning to learn about log homes or you are getting ready to make a purchasing decision. We walk you through the construction process from start to finish. We answer the most often asked questions about buying and building a log home. In addition we outline the things you need to consider before you make a purchasing decision and how pre construction decisions affect the construction process. This comprehensive seminar is divided into two parts and is periodically repeated. You may sign up for a WEBinar at a date and time that is convenient for you. For further information call 800-654-9253 or email at sales@oakloghome.com.  The first WEBinar will be May 14th so contact us soon!
Blood drive at GLH Model Home Center:  On June 10, 2008, from 2:00 to 6:00 PM at the Model Home center on I 70 Exit 144 in Missouri, we will be hosting a blood drive.  To be eligible to donate, individuals must weigh at least 110 pounds, be in good health and be at least 17 years of age (16 with a written Red Cross parental permission form). Stop in on June 10th to do your part toward helping those in need.  If you need to find another donation opportunity, or gather more information, potential donors should call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543) or visit www.americanredcrossblood.org
Twin Pines Conservation Museum: For several years, GLH was active in the efforts to create a museum in southern Missouri to preserve the history of the forest industry in Missouri.  An Oak log museum was built at Winona, MO using Gastineau products.  The Missouri Dept of Conservation has completed this project and the museum and conservation and educational facility had their Grand Opening in April 2008.  This exceptional facility is open to the public and we invite you to visit this amazing 460 acre site.  It is located in Winona on Hwy 60 which goes east-west across the southern part of Missouri.  There is even a original one room school house that was moved to the site and is being renovated so that children can learn about conservation and forestry while experiencing what it was like to go to a one room school.
Soil Stabilization Products: If you are looking for a less expensive and “greener” alternative to concrete or asphalt for your driveway, consider permeable-concrete or soil stabilization products.  They allow water to drain to the earth but keep mud and vegetation in check.  They are offered by various companies.
Velux additions to the GHL Model Home Center:  This month a Velux Solar Tube was installed in the utility room of the Seven Gables at the model home center.  Everyone has been extremely impressed with the amount of natural light that comes through the 10” tube.  It provides natural lighting which feels better and reduces energy consumption.  Next month solar shades are going to be retrofillted on the skylights in the sales office.  These have remote controls to operate the shades but are powered by the sun.  No electrical connections are required at all!  A Velux attic window is going to be installed in the Hideaway model as well.  All of these items are available for current and future GLH homeowners.

GLH Engineer wins President’s Award from Log Home Council:  Emad Faddoul, Vice President of Design and Engineering at GLH was recently awarded the 2007 President’s Award at the Log Home Council President’s Tour.  This award is given each year to the person who has contributed the most toward furthering and improving the log home industry in the past year.  Emad is Chairman of the Technical Committee for the LHC.  He also represents the LHC on the NAHB Green Building Standard Development Task Force.  Emad is a licensed engineer and has been with GLH for 8 years.

Consider old fashion rain barrels:  Sometimes the old ideas are the best ideas.  In years back, people would collect rainwater from their gutters and roofs.  This idea is becoming very popular again.  The rainwater collected can be used for water plants or any other water needs other than human consumption.  You can even buy rain barrels prepainted and with a spiket installed that will hook up to your garden hose.
Gastineau Log Homes in the news: 
Bill Kragelund of I 80 Log Homes, the GLH dealer in central Iowa, was interviewed recently.  Read the interview at http://www.kmaland.com and click on Jan’s Corner.

Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Raisings:

GLH Dealer Bruce Decker will begin construction in May on a model home center located just outside of New York City.  A “Caroline” plan will be constructed at Exit 118 on Hwy 17 in Middletown, New York in Orange County.



Middletown, NY


May 31

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


May 3, 2008


June 21, 2008


July 11, 2008


August 9, 2008


September 27, 2008


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Answer to the Trivia Question: J.C. Penney, Walt Disney, Brad Pitt, Sheryl Crow, Burt Bacharach, Yogi Berra, Omar Nelson Bradley, Dale Carnegie, Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens), Walter Cronkite, T.S. Eliot, Redd Foxx, John Goodman, Betty Grable, Rush Limbaugh, Jessse James, Marlin Perkins, John J. Pershing, Vincent Price, Ginger Rogers, Casey Stengel, Harry Truman, Dick Van Dyke, Dennis Weaver.  To name a few.
Quote(s) of the Month:  “We do what we know.  When we know better, we do better.” – Anonymous
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)
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