The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the May 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is the State Tree of Maryland?

Log Home Show in Charlotte, NC in May: Charlotte Merchandise Mart, Liberty Hall, 2500 East Independence Blvd will be the site of a Log Home Show from Friday, May 14th through Sunday May 16th.  For hours, call 800-654-9253.

Log Home Show in Detroit, MI in May:  GLH will be at the Pontiac Silverdome in Pontiac, MI Log Home Show Friday May 21st to Sunday May 23rd. For hours, call 800-654-9253.

Are some wood species more energy efficient than others? Species of wood that are very light in weight, such as cedar and most Pines, have a higher "R" value per inch... but only by about 10%.  They have a much, much lower "U" factor.  (Cedar has the LOWEST thermal mass of any wood species used in log construction because it is so light weight.)  The true energy efficiency of a log wall comes from the COMBINATION of these two measuring devices.  The straight "R" value of a log wall is not all that good; it is only when you combine the "U" (thermal mass) value that it becomes an energy efficient wall.  For the energy calculations for energy code requirement for building permits, ALL wood species are given the same R value equivalent.  This is based on all of the independent testing that has been done.  In these test, they found that all wood species perform the same.  

The difference in efficiency comes from the WIDTH of the log wall, not the species of wood.  Our standard log is 8" thick; most standard log home walls are 6" thick.  And remember, this is based on the narrowest point of the log wall, not the widest.  If a 12” log has a 6” base, it is nominally more energy efficient that a 6” log.  (In simple terminology, this is the same theory as a chain is only as strong as its’ weakest link.  A wall is only as thick as its narrowest point.)

Is cedar and cypress more rot and insect resistant than other woods?: Cedar or cypress heartwood is rated as rot and insect resistant.  However, ONLY the cedar heartwood is rot and insect resistant.   Cedar sapwood is no more resistant than Pine.  The problem is that most cedars available today are not large enough for them to cut away the sapwood and leave only heartwood.  Instead, they are exposing the sapwood to the exterior elements.  Not only is the sapwood not resistant, but all cedar is very soft, making it more susceptible to damage.  For log home construction, Oak heartwood is as resistant to rot and insects as cedar heartwood.  The advantage we have is that Oak has a very thick layer of sapwood that we remove with the first cutting at the mill.  Our cants are solid heartwood which we can prove simply by looking at the end of the log.  

Question from a customer:  

Q:  “I was told that Oak ‘was hard to work with.’  I really don’t know what that means.  Can you explain it to me?”  

A:  Typically when a wood is described as hard to work with, it would mean that it does not cut cleanly, does not hold its’ shape, or does not stay in place after it is fastened.  This definitely does NOT describe Oak.  Oak cuts very cleanly, meaning it does not leave wood strings or fibers attached to the end of the wood after it is cut.  Oak definitely maintains its’ shape and will not pull through or out of any fastener.  An experienced wood worker will usually tell you that Oak is one of their favorite woods to use in projects as it is VERY good to work with.  

Or maybe this person meant that Oak is heavy.  We are proud of the fact that Oak is heavy.  The tannins in Oak that make it heavy are the same tannins that make it naturally resistant to decay and insects.  And I don’t know of anyone who really wants a “light weight” home.  

Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

What to look for when picking appliances? There are several factors very important in picking your appliances.  First, of course, is the reliability of the brand.  You want something that will last as long as possible in your price range.  You also should consider the availability and cost of service for that brand.  Second, you should look at the appearance of the appliance and the variety offered by a manufacturer.  You want the appliances to “fit” in your decorating scheme.  This includes both the style and the color or finish.  Third, is the price you have allotted in your budget.  Sometimes you can get a better “deal” by buying all your appliances in one place.  Another problem with buying appliances in different locations is that the handles, colors, etc may not match.   

GLH offers Sears Contract Sales appliances in their Reward Program.  This is a different catalog and has many, many more appliances available (models and brands) than the Sears store.  The service is provided by the local Sears store, which is very handy.  This division of Sears is only available to builders and contractors, and GLH Homeowners can only buy through their GLH connection. 

Design Tip:  Do you have a room in your design that is really, really small?  It could be a den, or a small guest room, or a utility room.  For these situations, there are ways to make the room or area appear larger.  First, don’t use natural wood on all six surfaces.  (Floors, four walls and the ceiling.)  If you insist on wood on all the surfaces, consider white washing some of them so they are very light in appearance.  The other option would be to use drywall on any frame walls that you can paint a light color.  Second, use mirrors.  It is amazing how a mirror can give the optical illusion of more space in a room.  Third, minimize the furnishings.  A cluttered space looks smaller.  (My closet is a perfect example of this one!)

Upcoming building seminars: There is a construction seminar each month until October except for May and September.

Congratulations to the people of Missouri:  Coming in mid to late 2004, there will be 15 Log Cabins 2 Go in the Missouri State Park system that will be available for you to rent by the night.  They will be 4 at Lake Wappello State Park in Williamsville, MO, 5 cabins at Stockton State Park in Dadeville, MO and 6 cabins at Mark Twain State Park in Stoutsville, MO.  The State Park system hopes to add more of these cabins to other parks in the upcoming years.  

Answer to the Trivia Question: In 1941, Maryland designated the White Oak (Quercus alba) as the State Tree (Chapter 731, Acts of 1941; Code State Government Article, sec. 13-310)
Quote of the Month:  “If you really want to do something, you’ll find a way; if you don’t you’ll find an excuse.” - Anonymous

(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 

