The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the June 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is the average age of a log homebuyer?
Have you been prequalified for a loan? If you will be financing the construction of your log home, it is a smart idea to be “prequalified” for the loan before you even pick out a floor plan.  Prequalification is a very simple process where you answer some questions either over the internet or the telephone.  The confidential information will be entered into a formula to determine how much money you should be able to borrow to build your home.  You can then use that information to plan how much you should spend on your land and your home.  This should be your first step toward your dream log home! If you would like to be pre-qualified on-line, go to www. systembuilt.mandtbank.com and click on “Get Pre-Qualified.” Or call us for the name of log home lenders that will prequalify you by phone.
Gastineau Log Homes to be featured in Country’s Best Annual Buyers Guide: The home of a Colorado homeowner will be featured in this issue.  It is a modified Seven Gables with a detached 3 car garage with living quarters over the garage.  Look for it on the newsstand in a couple of months.

How do I locate a builder to construct my log home? There are 2 ways to locate a builder.  First, you can find a builder from the Gastineau Log Homes Builder list.  This is a particularly good place to start if you are looking for someone to erect the package but not necessarily do a “turn key.”  It is difficult for us to have turn key builders for every location in the U.S. as turn key builders usually do not travel very far from home.  The second place is from local referrals.  This can be from friends, local building material retailers, local building code offices, bankers, appraiser, etc.  In other words, ask around for a builder that builds custom homes or log homes that is reliable and does good work.  Then go look at some of the homes that he (or she!) has built.  We have two day construction seminars to train builders; it is not imperative that you have a builder that has put up one of our homes in the past.  We also have an excellent construction manual and toll free number to assist during construction.  
What is a Log Cabin 2 Go?  These are full log “park models.”  A park model is titled as a recreational vehicle but does not have holding tanks like a RV.  It is “set” like a mobile home with direct connections to water, sewer, electricity, etc.  The regulations require that they must be 400 square feet or less plus you can have lofts, porches, etc.  Gastineau Log Homes offers these cabins as an alternative to a site built log cabin.  If you need a cabin that is inexpensive for a hunting cabin, weekend retreat, or something that can be moved later, consider a Log Cabin 2 Go.  They are also very effective as rental units in RV parks, at bed and breakfasts, motels or in park model resorts.  They are titled as a RV so they are taxed as personal property, have a very short depreciation schedule, and can be set anywhere you can put a RV.  With full log walls, beamed ceilings and wood on the ceilings and walls, they are very attractive and really do give the feel of a log home.  We have brochures available with photographs and floor plans.  Custom floor plans are available also.

Cost saving tip… .  If you are planning to build within 3 years, look into the Gastineau Log Homes Lay A Way plan.  It can save you as much as $10,292 on a $75,000 package in three years, and as much as $110,945 over the life of a 30 year mortgage.  Call or email us and we will send you a brochure explaining the program.

Construction Seminars: We have construction seminars coming up in June, August and October.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee.  Here is what a builder participant in last months’ seminar wrote: “Thank you for the opportunity to visit your operation and meet your Team.  What a “Class Act,” both the seminar and the BBQ Pork Steak were excellent!  I look forward to working together in the future.” 
Answer to the Trivia Question: According to the 2004 Log Home Production & Construction Report, the average age of a log home buyer is 47 years young.

Quote of the Month: “The problem with doing nothing is not knowing when you are finished.” – Benjamin Franklin
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