The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the June 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Are you building a log home in 2006??   If you plan to start construction of your new log home in 2006, call your dealer or sales associate for information on a special promotion that can save you money on your building materials!

Trivia Question: On which day are there more collect calls than any other day of the year?  (The answer is at the end.)
Construction Seminars: The consumer building seminars in 2006 will be held on June 23/24, August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on July 14/15 and December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information.

New GLH Dealers:  We are happy to announce two new Gastineau Log Home dealers.  They are:  Jim Miller and Thelene Gilmore at P.O. Box 26084, Austin, Texas 78755 phone 512-638-0864 email thelene@ctxr.com and John and Esther Salceda, 220 Poplar Street, Winnetka, IL  60093-4117 phone 847-441-7267 email jfspkco@msn.com.  Both will be building model log homes in 2006.

Four very different Gastineau Log Homes:  Recently, I had the opportunity to see four of our homes that were near completion.  These four homes were all designed by the GLH design staff to meet the needs of the individual homeowners.  It was quite amazing at the difference in the end result from the choices made by the homeowner in the log product and design and the finishes used.  One home was built with our Smart Match log siding inside and out with an Oak beam purlin roof system and had a light, contemporary, timber frame feel.  The second was a chinked log home with exposed beam trusses, big wrap around porches and it had a very Appalachian, mountain log home feel.  The third was also in the mountains and was a chinked log home, but the interior was done in a “mission style” with dark Oak beams, railings and mahogany doors.  The last home I saw reminded me of the Biltmore Estates.  It had round interior logs that had been stained dark with massive fireplaces, rock entrance with round windows and an arch topped “castle” style front door, outdoor kitchen, gazebo with outside fireplace, the list goes on and on.  I (after almost 30 years in the log home industry) was amazed to see the difference in the homes, all using Gastineau Log Home products.  It made me very, very proud of our staff and the homes that we produce.

Why was the USS Constitution called “Old Ironsides?”  It was so nicknamed because cannonballs could not penetrate her tough Oak sides.  Built in 1797 as one of the first of the original six frigates that made up the U.S Navy, the Constitution made its last combat tour in 1814-1815.  You can still visit the USS Constitution in Charlestown, MA.  Quite a testament to the longevity and strength of Oak!!

New GLH Web Site:  We are currently in the process of designing and new web site.  Our current site was “state of the art” in 1996, but after ten years needs a face lift.  If you have any suggestions on what you would like to see on our web site, please email your ideas to lgastineau@oakloghome.com.
Cost Saving Tip:  When getting your financing, you can save fees by having your construction lending and permanent financing from the same company.  This is what they call a “one time close.”

Answer to the Trivia Question:  Fathers Day… Don’t forget that Fathers Day is Sunday, June 18th!

Quote(s) of the Month: “If the future seems overwhelming, remember that it comes one moment at a time.” – Beth Mende Conny
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