The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the June 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: “What and where is the worlds tallest geyser?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Free Building Smart GLH WEBinar Schedule on the GLH Web Site: Never participated in a Webinar before? Don’t worry, it’s easy. All you need is a phone, a computer and an internet connection. Call (800-654-9253) and we will send you an email with a link to register. Once you are registered, you will receive a reminder notice for the Webinar. It is all point and click and very simple. Save your gas and learn about planning, buying and building a log home from the comfort of your home. We have a number of programs scheduled for June. (See our Web site http://www.oakloghome.com/UpcomingEvents/Webinars.aspx for a complete schedule.)
GLH Engineer a Verifier for National Association of Home Builders National Green Building Program:  Emad Faddoul, VP of Design and Engineering at GLH, recently completed training and testing for this nationally based certification program for green homes.   This NAHB program will allow for you to have your home added to a national registry of green homes.

Blood drive at GLH Model Home Center:  On June 10, 2008, from 2:00 to 6:00 PM at the Model Home center on I 70 Exit 144 in Missouri, we will be hosting a blood drive.  To be eligible to donate, individuals must weigh at least 110 pounds, be in good health and be at least 17 years of age (16 with a written Red Cross parental permission form). Stop in on June 10th to do your part toward helping those in need.  If you need to find another donation opportunity, or gather more information, potential donors should call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543) or visit www.americanredcrossblood.org
Proof that Wood Flooring is Green: The facts are clear:  wood flooring is the only flooring option available that is completely sustainable.  In addition, wood flooring has the least impact on our environment.  It is carbon neutral, uses fewer fossil fuels in production, has less water consumption in its production and has the longest service life of all flooring options.  Need scientific evidence?  Take a look at the National Wood Flooring Assoc. “Industry Research Foundation’s Life Cycle Analysis for Solid Hardwood Flooring” conducted by the University of Wisconsin.  The study analyzes the environmental impact of wood floor and several flooring alternatives.  You can access the full report at the NWFA website www.nwfa.org under the “What’s New” menu option.

Logs for log home walls must be grade stamped to pass building codes: A new construction standard has been developed that is specific to log wall construction.  This code, named the International Code Council (ICC) 400-2007 Standard on the Design and Construction of Log Structures includes many requirements that areas may not have been enforcing previously.  One of these that you should be aware of is:  “all logs used in the construction of log structures shall be stress graded and identified by the grade mark issued by an accredited log agency.”  This grade stamp assures buyers that the logs that they are purchasing have met the code requirements and are allowed to be used in the construction of that residential or commercial project.  GLH complies with this code in full. But you should be aware that if you buy unstamped, ungraded logs, you will have to pay for an inspection of your logs after the delivery and perhaps the need to purchase additional logs to replace those that do not meet code.  
Gastineau Log Homes in the news: See an article and photos on our Log Cabins 2 Go in the August issue of Log Home Design Ideas, page 10.
Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Model Home Grand Opening:


Mike and Becky Savino:  

Sonora, CA


Two weekends:  June 14/15 and June 21/21

Upcoming Log Raisings:


Blue Ox Log Homes


Middletown, NY


June  14, 2008

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


June 21, 2008


July 11, 2008


August 9, 2008


September 27, 2008


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Answer to the Trivia Question: A man-made fountain opposite the Gateway Arch in St Louis.  (Check it out when you come to Missouri to visit our model home center!)
Quote(s) of the Month:  “We do what we know.  When we know better, we do better.” – Anonymous
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)
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