The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the June 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: How much do trees grow in height each year?

Dealership Opportunities:  Have you ever considered being part of the log home industry?  A log home dealership may be the answer.  There are different ways to become involved, based on your situation and market area.  Call 800-664-9253 for a brochure and more information.
What does it mean that a window has Low-E glass? Low-E (low emissivity) coatings contain transparent microscopic metallic layers bonded to the glass surface.  This provides a window with ultimate clarity and the highest solar and thermal performance available.  Low-E glass provides greater energy-efficiency than traditional insulating glass.  

A standard Low-E coating will help keep out the harmful rays of the sun and keep a home comfortable throughout the year.  When a homeowner needs ultimate protection, such as in the Southwest, the solar-rated Low-E coating blocks even more visible light (for glare control) and harmful UV rays – ensuring that a room stays cool in the summer and retains warmth during the winter.

Some coastal area building codes are now requiring a higher-pressure rated window to meet the air, water and structural pressure of those climates.  Hurd has products in each window category to meet Design Pressure 50, the minimum required in most coastal areas.
How much money can I save by building my log home myself?: If you are able to provide all of the construction labor, either personally or with the help of family and friends, you can save a substantial amount of money.  The cost to have a deluxe package erected is in the neighborhood of $16 per square foot.  You will also be saving all of the trim and finishing labor.  As well as the general contractor fees below.

If you want to have the package erected by a builder but want to serve as your own general contractor, you should save 10% to 20% of the total cost of construction.  Remember though, that if you are going to serve as the general contractor you must be available on the job site for most of the construction time.    
Question from a customer:  

Q:  “Why do you caulk the exterior joint?”  

A:  No matter how precisely it is cut, wood against wood alone does not provide a water-tight seal.  By caulking the exterior, you eliminate the chance of water, rain or moisture from sitting on the wood from the outside edge to the tongue.  In addition, this provides another seal against air infiltration.   A caulk “groove” is designed into the Gastineau Log Home exterior profile.  This provides proper caulk installation because it allows for a space for the backer rod to be installed behind the caulk bead.  This gives “two point adhesion” and greatly lengthens the expected life span of the caulk and allows it to perform to its maximum capacity.
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

What are the differences in glass door styles that are available?
1)  Everyone is familiar with sliding glass doors.  When they were first developed, the quality of these doors was very poor.  Today, however, with the advent of better construction methods, seals and locks, a sliding glass door can provide many, many years of trouble free use.  With a sliding glass door, one door is stationary and the other door panel slides over it, leaving one panel “open.”  The screen also slides open and shut on a track.  The doors do not interfere with curtains or furniture in the room.

2)  Swinging patio doors became popular in the 1980’s.  These doors have one stationary door panel but the other panel is on hinges like a regular door.  The interior appearance is somewhat different from a sliding glass door, as usually there is more wood visible around the glass.  The screens for swinging patio doors are on a track and slide like a sliding glass door.  The inconvenience expressed by homeowners is that the door interferes with curtains and furniture when the door swings into the room.

3)  With French doors, both of the doors are on hinges and open up.  This gives you a much larger opening that can be very helpful when moving larger items into your home.  The interior appearance is similar to the swinging patio doors.  The French doors do not come with screens and a storm door/screen combination must be purchased separately if you want to be able to use a screen door.  The same inconvenience is found as with the swinging patio doors in that the door swing interferes with furniture placement.

4) Sliding French doors are the latest development in the glass door choices.  These doors look like a French door but they slide on a track rather than swinging.  They have a sliding screen and the doors don’t interfere with furniture placement.
Design Tip: If your house plan allows for a large walk in closet that has an exterior wall, it is a nice feature to have a window in the closet.  This allows day light in your closet without the need for electric lights.  It also allows you to open the window to let in fresh air into your closet.  The glass used today (Low-E above) cuts down on ultra violet rays so you shouldn’t need to worry about damage by the sun to your clothing.
Answer to the Trivia Question: A Pine tree grows on an average 9” to 18” per year.  Deciduous trees (like Oaks) grow 1ft to 6ft per year.
Quote of the Month:  “You must learn from the mistakes of others.  You can’t possibly live long enough to make them all yourself.” – Sam Levenson
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 
