The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the July 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Which continent has the highest percentage of wilderness: Africa or North America?

Have you been receiving the Oak Leaf but have not had any follow up contact from a Gastineau Log Homes representative? We recently sent emails out to everyone in our database to verify email addresses.  In doing so, we discovered that we had folks in our database that are receiving the Oak Leaf but for some reason, we cannot access their file in the database.  We are still trying to get to the bottom of the problem.  However, we pride ourselves on staying in contact with folks wanting to build and providing the service they need to go forward with their building plans.  But if your records are not coming up, we won’t have your contact information to do so.  Please let me know if you are receiving this newsletter but have not been contacted by a Gastineau Log Homes dealer or sales associate.  I thank you in advance for your assistance.
Gastineau Log Homes the “Home of the Month” on the Log Home Council website: Check out the Log Home Council web site for the Seven Gables photos.  www.loghomes.org
1) Seven steps to building a log home: These are the seven things you need to do to get construction started on your new log home.  Some of these may be done concurrently, so this list does not necessarily have to be done in this order.  But:

2) Get prequalified for you loan if you are going to borrow money to build you log home.

3) Find land.

4) Choose a log home company based on the logs they use, the appearance you want for you home, their reputation and longevity in business, and the services they can provide to you.  Don’t worry if they don’t have the perfect floor plan in their standard plan book.

5) Pick a floor plan or have custom plan drawn.

6) Order your package

7) Apply for financing

8) Choose a builder

You are now ready to schedule delivery for your log home!  
Log Home being built in Alaska: If you live in Alaska or are visiting this summer, go by to see a beautiful Oak log home under construction.  The directions in Houston, AK are: Left on Millers Reach then Left on Picadilly then Right on Britney Lou then Left on Backaus to the end of the road.  The dealer and homeowner are Dennis and Eileen Illies of Alaska Dream Homes and the phone number is 907-232-2482.  Logs will be going up for the next week or so.
Cost saving tip… .  If you want an attached garage but cannot fit the cost into your budget, consider adding the garage later.  However, if possible, go ahead and pour the concrete footer and slab for your garage when you put in your home foundation.  This will save you a lot of money and work later.  Especially if you are building on a basement, because going back to dig footers next to a basement can be difficult and expensive.  You can use the concrete slab as a patio or to park on until you can add the garage!

Construction Seminars: We have construction seminars coming up in August and October.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee. 

Answer to the Trivia Question: North America consists of 38% wilderness while Africa only has 28%.
Quote of the Month: “We don’t remain good if we don’t always strive to become better.” – Gottfried Keller (1819-1890) repeated by Lynn Gastineau (1955-?)
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