The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the July 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Murphy's Oil Soap is the chemical most commonly used to clean what animal? (The answer is at the end.)

Gastineau Log Home  featured in Log Home Living magazine:  The August issue features one of our homes starting on page 74.  The article is very interesting because it about a home that was originally built in 1980 as a 1400 square foot one story ranch style log home.  A subsequent owner recently converted it into a 5400 square foot full two story log home.
What kind of corners can be used with log siding?  It is easy to pick out a log sided home from a “real” log home if it does not have full log corners.  This means logs that extend from the corners of the home replicating a log home.  Our Therma-Log half log siding can be produced with full log corners so that it looks just like a full log home.  If this is not important to you, the corners can be trimmed in several ways.  The least expensive way is with vertical 2 X trim boards on the corners.  Another method we offer is to use round oak corner posts.  These are really nice and were used on the home featured the feature home in Log Home Living magazine mentioned above.  All of these corner styles can be used on dormers and garages as well.

Grand Opening of New Model Home in St. Joseph, MN:  A new model home is being unveiled and available to tour on Saturday, July 15th  from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM near St. Joseph, MN, just west of St. Cloud.  The modified Seven Gables plan was built by G & C Log Homes and will be the model for their log home dealership.  Built from 8 X 8 Oak logs with saddlenotched corners, the home is an beautiful example of the type of home that you could soon be enjoying!  For directions call Larry Gaebel at 320-249-3381 or email him at hossgabebel@albanytel.com.

Log Raising in Albany, Kentucky:  There will be a log raising on July 22nd in Crescent Ridge on Dale Hollow Lake.  The modified Caroline is being built on a full walk out basement and will have both a lake view and a long range mountain view.  This home is being built for sale by Mill Creek Oak Log Homes, dealers for GLH.  The log raising will be from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Call for directions or more details:  Dean Crocker, 800-654-9253 ext 227 or email dcrocker@oakloghome.com
Construction Seminars: The consumer building seminars in 2006 will be held on August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on July 14/15 and December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information. 

What is a log “profile?”:  This is one of the “buzz words” that you might hear when talking to someone about a log home.  There are two profiles:  what you see on the outside and what you see on the inside.  The can be the same or they can be different.  For example, if the logs are round on the outside that is a “round exterior profile.”  If they are flat on the interior with bevels at the top and bottom, that is a “flat beveled interior profile.”  A “D” profile is a word you will also hear.  That means the log is round on the outside and flat on the inside.  

Spring/summer maintenance tip:  Bushes are growing this time of year.  Be sure they are not rubbing against the side of your log home causing damage to the wood surface. 

Answer to the Trivia Question:  Elephants

Quote(s) of the Month: “Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.” - Carl Bard
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