The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the July 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: “Why do we "knock on wood?”  (The answer is at the end.)

Open House at new Log Cabin 2 Go manufacturing facility: On Friday, July 18th at noon, GLH will be hosting a Ribbon Cutting at our new Log Cabin 2 Go manufacturing plant in Fulton, MO.  An Open House will be held from 12 until 4:00 that afternoon.  You are invited to see how the cabins are built and tour the new 21,000 square foot manufacturing plant in the Industrial Park.  The address is 3000 South Dogwood, Fulton, MO 65251.  
Six (plus the secret seventh) reasons why now might be the best time ever to buy a home!: Did you buy Google stock when it was first released?  Do you wish you had?  Today, the chance to build a new home is similar to that excellent opportunity.  But to take advantage of this short-lived opportunity, you need to act soon.   Sound crazy?  Read why:

1)  Housing is cyclical.  We all knew that the housing “bubble” had to burst.  But today, 2 full years into the “cooling off” period, new home inventories are beginning to be absorbed and markets are beginning to stabilize.  Home prices are going up in some areas.  Projections are that by the middle of 2009, the market will start heating up again and costs will begin to rise with it.  You should build BEFORE this happens.  

2)  Interest rates are at historic lows.  This means that right now you can build more house for the money than you will when the housing market recovers.

3)  Material costs are rising and will continue to do so.  Enough said.

4)  Builders, contractors and tradesmen are available.  This “window of opportunity” will not exist when the housing industry cranks up again!

5)  Land is available… while it lasts!  And prices are not going to be lower.

6)  Housing demand will soon outstrip existing inventory, and it is on the rise!  This might be the biggest incentive to act now.  By the end of this decade, it is projected that we will need nearly 2 million new homes per year to handle the population growth of this country.  

Want to know more details, explanations of the above as well as the SECRET SEVENTH REASON?  

Just reply back to this email.  Ask for the Seventh Reason.  We will email you a full report on why you should build NOW!   (It will be emailed back to you as a Word document.)
Safety Tip:  Do not let kids use sparklers on your porch or deck.  The sparks can fall under the floor joists, smolder and then catch your porch on fire after you have gone to bed.  Enjoy the Fourth of July safely!

GLH Office and Model Home Center:  Both will be closed on Friday, July 4th in celebration of Independence Day.  The Model Home Center will be OPEN on Saturday and Sunday, July 5th and 6th.

Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Raisings:


English Creek Log Homes


Lovilia, Iowa


Saturday, July 26, 2008


Call 641-780-0268

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


July 11, 2008


August 9, 2008


September 27, 2008


November 22, 2008

Please note that the format for our seminars has changed to a one-day seminar.  Also, builders and consumers are welcome to all seminars. 

Answer to the Trivia Question: It comes from a superstition. People knocked on wood to thank the tree's spirit for granting them a favor.
Question of the Month: How come we choose from just two people to run for president and over fifty for Miss America?
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