The Oak Leaf

· Welcome to the first issue of The Oak Leaf.  We promise to provide you with brief, concise information to educate and assist you plus keep you up to date on happenings at Gastineau Log Homes and the log home industry.

· Trivia Question: What is the National Tree of the United States of America?  (The answer is at the end)

· Log Home Workshops and Tour: If you would like to learn more about log homes plus see two log homes, come to Maggie Valley, N.C. on Sunday, July 13th.  Workshops will be held on how to plan, finance and build your log home.  Two log homes will be available to see.  First, my new personal home which is a modified Cumberland and second, a speculative home that is for sale that is built of our new chinked logs with dovetailed corners.  The new Maggie Mountain plan used for the home that is for sale has an unbelievable view from the top of the mountain and even has an outside fireplace on the porch! (Both homes are of Oak logs of course!)  If you would like to attend, call Larry Odom toll free at 866-469-5647 or e-mail him at larryodom@tri-countyelectric.net for times and directions.

· If you cannot make it to North Carolina, check out our building seminars in New Bloomfield, Mo.  The three upcoming seminar dates are July 18-19, August 15-16 and September 12-13, 2003.

· Design Tip: When you are planning your new log home design, make a list of your “must haves” and “want to haves.”   Use this as your guideline in choosing your final floor plan.  Remember that details like porches, dormers, and garages can be added to most plans.  If you need help in designing your home, give us a call.  We have a professional design staff and engineer on hand to assist you.

· Financing:  Rates today are at 45-year lows.  If you would like to know how much you would qualify to borrow at these low rates, give us a call at 800-654-9253.

· Contractor Responsibility Form: If you are planning to hire a builder to construct your log home, be sure to ask for our Responsibility Form.  This can be used to obtain quotations from different builders to ensure that they are quoting exactly what you want them to include in their bid.  It also ensures that all the builders are including the same things in their bids so you can easily compare prices.  Give us a call to obtain a free copy.

· Update on our new model home: A third model home is under construction at our model home center on I 70 in central Missouri.  The Caroline is being constructed of our chinked logs with dovetailed corners.  Drop in and see how a log home is built!  The center is open 7 days a week.

· Welcome to new members of the GLH Team.  We have three new associates at Gastineau.  Glen Hancock and Bryan Ebersole have joined as sales associates.  Ned McNamara is our Director of Dealer Development.  If you have been thinking about joining the log home industry, give Ned a call!

· Answer to the Trivia Question:  The Oak tree, of course!
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