The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the July 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf!  This is our Anniversary Edition.  The Oak Leaf began in July of 2003.  For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: Is American Oak the same as the Oak varieties found in Europe?

What is so important about shingles:   Did you know that up to 40% of your home’s exterior may show as roofing?  So your choice of a shingle is no small detail.  

Gastineau Log Homes has chosen Elk’s Prestique II as our standard shingle.  This laminated midweight premium shingle features Elk’s Raised Profile  look, for natural visual depth and shadows much like wood shingles.  Prestique II is backed by a 30 year warranty.  (A 40 year shingle, Prestique I, is available as an option.)

Another reason we chose Elk is because all they do is make shingles.  They are not in the insulation business or any other product line.  Their focus is on making a good quality shingle for a good value.

Prestique vs ordinary three-tab shingles:  The difference couldn’t be more dramatic, particularly on a log home.  Prestique shingles lend a high-profile look to your home, which adds to its value.  Meanwhile, ordinary three-tab shingles are flat and thin – and look that way on a roof.  And to top it all off, Prestique shingles come with up to 40 year warranties – much longer than most three-tab warranties.

Elk Prestique vs Wood shingles:  Elk shingles carry up to a 40 year limited warranty – untreated wood shingles have no warranty at all.  Elk shingles carry an Underwriters Laboratories Class “A” fire rating (the highest), while wood shingles are being banned all over because of fire danger.  Untreated wood shingles can warp, curl and burn, while Elk shingles are made with an Ultra-Mat fiberglass base to avoid these problems.  Elk premium shingles are less expensive than wood or shake, also.  The result is an Elk shingle that gives you the high-profile look of wood – without all the problems of wood shingles.

What colors are available?  There are six standard colors available from Elk:  Antique Slate, Weatherwood, Sablewood, Hickory, Barkwood, Aspen White, Forest Green and the GLH “standard” color of Shakewood.  Any color is available in your GLH package at no additional charge.

Question from a customer:

Q:  Do you sell metal roof products?

A:  No.  If you wish to have a metal roof, we will delete the shingles from your package.  We will replace the standard 15# felt with 30# felt in your package as this is what is needed for a metal roof.  We do have a metal roof supplier in our Rewards Program who can provide any of our customers with special pricing on their metal roof.  

Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Log Home Maintenance:  How do you maintain the exterior of a log home?  The answer is much too long for this newsletter.  However, there is a booklet entitled “Keeping the Dream Alive” produced by Sashco that we can send to you free of charge.  Just email back with “Maintenance” in the subject line PLUS please give your address so we can verify that our records are correct.

Design Tip: The Caroline model, one of the Anniversary Plans, has become a very popular design.  When we developed the plan, we designed a very open ceiling over all of the Living, Dining and Kitchen areas.  The Caroline model has become one of our most popular plans.  However, most people have been buying it with a loft over the Kitchen and Dining areas.  Now called the Caroline “B”, the additional 250 square feet can be built for only about $2500 more than the standard package.  

The moral of the story: even professional designers don’t get it right sometimes!  

Answer to the Trivia Question: No, the white oak in American forests was found to be far more workable in crafting furniture than the European varieties. Most all of the American oak can be steamed and then bent into a particular shape, and then clamped to hold it in place. American white oak is much easier to turn and carve, resulting in more impressive results.

European oak examples tend to be dark and age even darker, but American oak pieces are relative light in color and can be processed to retain a sort of golden tone.

Quote of the Month:  “If you wait for everything to be perfect according to your preconceived plans, then you may well wait forever.  If you go out and work with the current of life, you may find that success comes from building upon small things.” – Deng Ming-Dao

Dream Catcher:  GLH offers a very beautiful and informative piece of literature entitled the Dream Catcher.  This book features 12 homes with color photos and floor plans, 120 pages of information, all the standard plans, plus a CD with 250 photos, video clips, etc.  It is available for only $20 and is shipped UPS.

We will send a FREE Dream Catcher to the first five people that respond to this email.  Put “Dream Catcher” in the subject and please include your address in the message so we can verify our records.  (This must be an address that UPS can deliver.)
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 

