The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the August 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: How many leaves does the average mature Oak tree shed in the fall?  (The answer is at the end.)

Log Raising in Sonora, California: There will be an Oak log raising on Saturday and Sunday August 18th and 19th at 24500 Dapple Gray Lane, Sonora, CA.  The modified Juliana is being built on a full basement of solid Oak logs.  This home will be the new model home for Vintage Oak Log Homes, dealers for GLH.  The log raising will be from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM both days.  Call for directions or more details:  Mike or Becky Savino at 866-333-0757 or Justin Haley, 800-654-9253 ext 227 or email jhaley@oakloghome.com
Log Raising in Northwestern Arkansas: There will be an Oak log raising on Sunday August 27th in northwestern Arkansas near Garfield, AR.  A modified Bonanza is being built on a full basement of solid Oak logs.  This home will be the new model home for Mighty Oak Log Homes, dealers for GLH.  The log raising will be from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Call for directions or more details:  Travis or Jill Wagar at 479-426-5647 or Sharon Ely, 800-654-9253 or email  mightyoakloghomes@cox.net.
Dual Fuel Heating and Cooling Systems:  Dual fuel systems (gas and electric) are designed to protect your pocketbook when rates rise. This technology, which was just announced in January, runs on both.  A dual fuel system is an air comfort system consisting of a heat pump with a gas furnace versus a heat pump with auxiliary electric heat or a standard air conditioner with either electric or gas heat.  When the heat demand in your home reaches a certain point, the system knows which fuel is more cost-effective and switches to that fuel source automatically.  Who knew a heater could be that smart??

Fall Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following shows this fall.  Call for locations and other information. 

September 8th to 10th in Suffern, New York
October 6th to 8th in Lake George, New York

October 6th to 8th in Greensboro, North Carolina

October 13th to 15th in San Francisco, CA

October 13th to 15th in Springfield, MO

November 3rd to 5th in St. Louis, MO

November 10th to 12th in Houston, Texas

Thinking about building a second home?  (Preferably log…)  If so, you won’t be alone.  Second home sales saw double-digit gains in 2005, increasing 16.9% to 1.02 million units, up from 872,000 units in 2004.  Detached homes remained the most popular (41%.)  The median vacation home was 1480 square feet.  Nearly 70% of vacation homes are located near an ocean, river or a lake.  Half are situated in a dedicated resort area.  The largest concentrations of vacation homebuyers were from the Midwest.

New microwave drawer:  When designing your kitchen, wall cabinet space can be scarce, especially if you want lots of windows in your kitchen.  Sharp has developed the world’s first microwave drawer that can be put under the countertop in the base cabinets.

Construction Seminars: The consumer building seminars in 2006 will be held on August 25/26, September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information.  

Goodbye and Thanks to Carole Hoselton:  We are always being complimented about the pleasant voice that greets your call on our toll free number.  For the past 6 years, we have been very lucky to have a wonderful young woman answering our phones and serving in numerous other capacities.  Friday, August 25th will be Carole’s last day, as she will be taking maternity leave and then be a stay-at-home Mom.  Thanks go out to Carole for all of her past hard work and ever-present smile.  If you call in before the 25th, tell Carole bye.  Again, thanks for everything Carole!

Answer to the Trivia Question:  700,00 leaves.  (Don’t believe us?  Go out and count them….)

Quote(s) of the Month: “Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.” - Carl Bard
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